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Stone, Irving The Agony and the Ecstasy 
Doubleday. Mar. 17, 1961. 664p. $5.95. (IIb) 


(Book-of-the-Month Club 


This biographical novel the famous Renaissance 
artist, Michelangelo Buonarroti. Michelangelo, one 
five brothers, was reared tight-fisted father and 
stepmother obsessed with cooking. Michelangelo 
wanted sculptor, but his father was opposed 
because this profession did not offer immediate finan- 
cial success, The Medici family accept Michelangelo 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 


for sculpturing training. After year, his genius 
recognized, and given special treatment. falls 
love with Lorenzo’s daughter; however, the Medici 
her nobleman. Michelangelo given 
several sculpturing commissions. (Although Michel- 
angelo received money for his work, gave much 
his own demanding family. rarely had financial 
stability his life, the money received did not 
compensate him adequately for the time required 
finish his artistic work). Michelangelo wishes study 
anatomy that his artistry would more realistic and 


PAUL, MINNESOTA 
7 
: 


accurate. Since the study anatomy was forbidden, 
had dissect dead bodies secret. Michelangelo 
goes some work the request Car- 
dinal Riario. Cardinal Riario’s treatment the artist 
heartless and disillusioning; however, Michelangelo 
receives other commissions. Shortly, work 
his Pieta for niche St. Eventually re- 
turns Florence and wins sculpturing competition. 
Leonardo Vinci impugns the importance sculp- 
turing and incurs Michelangelo’s wrath. The unveiling 
the statue David Florence causes wave 
adulation for Michelangelo; summoned back 
Rome Pope Julius II. The Pope wants tomb built 
his memory. the middle the project, the Pon- 
tiff decides that the building such cenotaph would 
bring about his death sooner; hence, the work 
stopped. Michelangelo’s statue Moses was, however, 
created for this tomb. When the Pope involved 
political struggle Bologna, commissions the artist 
bronze statue. Michelangelo does not like 
work bronze, but completes splendid statue 
the Pope, which later destroyed the people 
Bologna who are engaged warfare against the Pope’s 
armies. The famous Sistine chapel project begun 
and completed after many years work. After the 
death Pope Julius, Michelangelo engaged con- 
stant dispute with the Pope’s family over the comple- 
tion the tomb. This dispute drains considerable 
amount the artist’s energy. Michelangelo undertakes 
the facade for the Church San Lorenzo. The 
new Pope Leo wants special type marble used, 
and Michelangelo must use great engineering skills 
try bring this marble from Monte Altissimo the 
Alps. Michelangelo even designatd build military 
fortifications around the city Florence. Later, 
attracted widow interested church reform, but 
nothing comes this love. Michelangelo 
works the dome St. Peter’s. 
Irving Stone well-known for this type novel 
that little needs said the genre. remarked 
immediately that the book interesting. painted 
huge canvas, with vast number characters and 
events, and with tremendous amount background 
material. Indeed, there are too many characters, who 
frequently not contribute anything the meaning 
the story, and there also too much detail. The 
technical aspects sculpturing are, for example, re- 
ported minutely. 
The book obviously geared for adult readers. The 
details dissecting bodies are presented all their 
gruesome and horrifying particulars. Much the 
political and religious corruption the time natur- 
ally stressed; however, this material should not disturb 
anyone familiar with history and human weakness. 
receive good picture Michelangelo’s char- 
acter. see the torment man dedicated the 
cause art world which frequently paid little 
more than lip service aesthetic matters. Yet, all 
all, the book disappointment. lacks permanent 
significance and really nothing more than time- 
passer. When much time has been spent its prep- 
aration and when much time has been spent its 
reading, should mean much more than does. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 

St. John’s University, 

New York, New York 


Best SELLERS 
Israel, Charles Rizpah 
Simon and Schuster. Mar. 30, 1961. 535p. $5.95. 


(Literary Guild Choice—April) 


The Bible continues popular source book for 
writers fiction. Most prefer New Testament themes; 
but occasionally major writer will revert the Old 
Testament did Thomas Mann the Joseph novels. 
The Old Testament novel seems more scholarly 
attainment. writer could scarcely attempt without 
some knowledge Semitic languages, history and cus- 
toms. Above all would need conversant with 
Old Testament theology. For the ancient Hebrews, 
God was ever present reality. was not subject 
for philosophic speculation debate. made His 
will known the prophets some evident way and 
they announced the word the Lord the people. 
one doubted the truth the message the reality 
the experience. The Old Testament then simple 
and direct account the relationship between God 
and the Hebrew people. And the novelist who would 
practice his art these stories had better have some- 
thing more than facile pen. 


may admitted once that Author Charles Israel 
both accomplished writer and serious student 
the Old Testament. His novel, Rizpah, based 
and Samuel (Kings), books concerned with the 
unification the tribes Israel and the establishment 
the kingdom under Saul and David. this period 
Jewish history the Philistines had invaded the terri- 
tory Israei, had easily defeated the untrained forces 
sent oppose them. The prophet Samuel chance 
encounter with Saul recognized him the deliverer 
Israel. Thereupon anointed him and made him 
king the name Yahweh. Saul, aided his son 
Jonathan, organized powerful fighting force and 
launched offensive against the Philistines. The 
Israelites were victorious this and other engage- 
ments. Then Samuel ordered Saul proceed against 
the Amalekite tribes and destroy both men and 
cattle. Saul was again victorious but was victory 
which cost him his throne. Following his own incli- 
nation, spared the life the Amalekite king and 
saved also the best the livestock. Samuel repri- 
manded him the name Yahweh and reminded 
him that “obedience better than sacrifice.” Although 
Saul continued king, Samuel secr~tly anointed David 
succeed him. first Saul loved David son, 
especially after his victory over Goliath, the Philistine 
champion. But when the village women sang, “Saul 
has slain his thousand, David his ten thousand,” his 
love quickly turned hate and David was obliged 
flee for his life. Saul and David were never recon- 
ciled. Saul, rejected Samuel, plagued recurrent 
bout madness, neared his end. consulted the 
witch Endor and learned that would meet his 
death the morrow final battle with the Philis- 
tines. The next day the battlefield when capture 
was imminent the king took his own life. 


Author Israel tells this story with fidelity the Biblical 
narrative and with understanding the unique 
character the work. His portrayal the chief char- 
acters, Samuel, Saul, Abner, and David exceptional. 
presents them true leaders, strong those quali- 
ties the Lord required them. They were just and 
brave, loyal and obedient. They were deficient many 
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other virtues but perhaps these were not required 
them. 

for Rizpah, she was Saul’s concubine and bore him 
two sons. After Saul’s death she served Abner the 
same capacity. Novelist Israel great pains estab- 
lish her woman surpassing beauty and one 
skilled the art love making. That may indeed 
have been case but the Scripture says nothing about 
it. stands the book has much merit spite 
the attention lavished Rizpah. But because 
recommended adults with the warning that they 
will encounter many objectionable passages. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Delmar, Vina The Big Family 
Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 375p. $4.95. (Ila) 
From 1788 until 1920, with bit invention where 
necessary, the author narrates the story the Slidell 
family, that is, the progenitors were Slidells, but the 
later branches the family tree were Perrys, Rogers 
and Belmonts. fascinating historical novel 
fact and little fiction that Vifia Delmar has woven to- 
gether, the reader runs upon name after name that 
has lived and contributed American history. Even 
the interesting, graphic style prose used 
the writer, the tapestry American notables, members 
the “Big Family,” holds the interest the reader 
throughout. 

The romance John Slidell and Jane MacKenzie, be- 
fore their marriage, gone into great detail and 
throughout the story the family, the love this 
couple constantly threads its influence. Jane enters the 
shop John, soap-maker, complain dead 
horse the street outside, and although there wide 
gulf between family positions, when John grins, Jane 
lost, and the warp and woof the family pattern come 
together. 


They were the parents eight children, two whom 
died when very young. The others left their print, 
either person through their children and descend- 
This history, not fiction, the bad narrated 
with the good and the characters appear they were. 
Through the War 1812, the politics young 
growing nation, and the agonies the divided family 
the Civil War, the members the “Big Family” 
carry on. Japan opened commerce member 
the family, Cal Perry, and August Belmont becomes 
part the family, when marries one the girls. 
The story closes sad but amusing note Rosina, 
one the descendants from Paris, where part the 
family had remained exile, after the Civil War, 
comes New York looking for the Belmonts. Her 
English not too good but the cab driver recognizes the 
name Belmont and the eighty-year old widow watches 
the great horse Man War. 


This reader recalls the early works Vifia Delmar 
and easily agrees that age brings maturity and richness. 
Facts flow steady rhythm and even description 
made integral part the narrative. The subject 
chosen familiar enough the average reader, that 
the author had conscientious her study and 
investigation the material and the finished product 


excellent. Altogether The Big Family written fabric 
one America’s fine families, well presented and 
well worth while for all readers. 
John Cullen, A.B., LLB., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Vonnegut, Jr., Kurt The Sirens Titan 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 319p. $3.50. (IIb) 
The publisher describes this book bitter and 
screamingly funny novel,” which isn’t, necessarily. 
But, then, falls into conventional literary form. 
One could call allegory, fantasy, science-fiction, 
and not exactly right exactly wrong. 

Winston Niles Rumfoord was cruising about space- 
ship when had the luck (good bad) get into 
chronosynclastic This, case you 
haven’t been one, place where all the different 
kinds truths fit together.” There are least two 
One that and his dog are dematerialized 
and become series wave-phenomena, (They ma- 
terialize from time time, however, various parts 
the solar system, causing end trouble these 
occasions). The other effect that Rumfoord decides 
bring peace and enlightenment earthlings 
new religion, the Church God the Utterly Indiffer- 
ent. The big message this church that what men 
call providence blind luck, that God couldn’t care 
less what becomes anybody. Like the existentialists, 
however, Rumfoord finds certain despairing joy 
the thought that, least, men can make life enter- 
taining breathing meanings into meaningless life. 
For reason this reviewer honestly tried fathom 
but couldn’t, Rumfoord decides the best way give 
his new religion the necessary boost would have 
smashing war between earth and Mars. this end, 
populates Mars with people snatched away from 
this earth, and turns them into little more than robots, 
such techniques having their memories periodic- 
ally destroyed. Among those thus uses are his own 
wife, Beatrice, and one Malachi Constant, the richest 
man earth. Beatrice and Malachi don’t take one 
another first, but Winston diabolically arranges 
things that they will have Mars, they do. 
His name Chrono, and straight out Charles 
Addams. 

attempt will made summarize the rest the 
plot. great deal has been taken out the reviewer 
just straightening things out enough explain this 
much. Suffice say that Chrono eventually flies 
off with the birds, which doesn’t seem all remarkable 
somehow; Winston gets blown out the solar system 
but says he’s anxious visit new places anyway; 
machine named Salo manipulates all human history 
order take from one end the universe the 
other, this message. “Greetings.” Malachi, superb 
anti-climax, dies Indianapolis, waiting for bus. 


The book extremely wittily written, constantly enter- 
taining. Kurt Vonnegut very talented man. Un- 
fortunately, his talents this novel are used sell 
false and pagan philosophy, and his theological posi- 
tions, offered freely and often, keep contradicting and 
reversing themselves. jumps from Parmenides’ 
“pure being” evolutionism, from fatalism moraliz- 
ing about personal responsibility, and betrays aware- 
ness such distinctions that between miracle and 
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prophecy. Perhaps, the chrono-synclastic infundi- 
bula, all straightens out. this earthling, it’s all 


pretty wild. 
Robert Nordberg, Ed.D., 
Catholic University 


Jahnn, Hans Henny The Ship 
Scribner. Mar. 15,1961. 210p. $3.90. (IIb) 
Mr. Jahnn has concocted weird story, full atmos- 
phere, unexpected and unexplained protagonists, and 
plot completely unresolved. All this leaves the 
reader pondering whether has missed some profound 
message shrouded symbolism while has been 
under the spell the tale itself. The publisher com- 
pares the atmosphere that Giorgio Chirico’s 
sad, lifeless public squares illuminated merciless 
sun; but the comparison would more just had 
been made the surrealist worlds the author’s com- 
patriot, Max Ernst. The story itself reminiscent 
Kafka with undertones Horace Walpole. 
The Ship full-rigged vessel with three masts, and 
several thousand square yards sail canvas, curi- 
osity moored unnamed modern sea-port, awaiting 
cargo. Its captain and part its crew have been dis- 
missed character usually called the Supercargo, 
who charge both the secrecy and destination 
the cargo. The new captain has marriageable daugh- 
ter who for some reason must accompany the voyage. 
Before sailing, the girl’s fiancé and the ship’s owner 
have stowed away separately below. sooner the 
ship sea when locked doors spring open the touch 
invisible hand, hidden microphones begin spying, 
and infinitely long passageways begin opening under 
bunks and through trap-doors. Then begin series 
long, lyrical, anecdotal, and pseudo-metaphysical pas- 
sages the crew’s interest becomes centered the 
sealed-up cargo coffin-like boxes. The Supercargo, 
his attempt preventing speculation, seems 
arouse the most grotesque explanations and eventually 
provokes mutiny. The lover, Gustav, emerges 
kind tragic hero, torn liaison between the Super- 
cargo and the others aboard, only dissolve victim 
nightmare. 
Ably translated from the German Catherine Hutter, 
The Ship Hans Henny Jahnn’s only work English, 
the first unfinished trilogy. Until his death last 
year the age sixty-five, headed the Ugrino 
Verlag, music-publishing firm devoted the redis- 
covery composers the baroque age. this novel 
invites comparisons with the eerie atmosphere pic- 
tures, maybe would better describe terms 
the demented baroque engraver Piranesi’s “Under- 
Prisons.” The Ship striking illustration 
the anguish the existentialists and the dream-world 
the surrealists where reality thought best 
treacherous delusion. 


Blacker, Irwin Days Gold 
World. Mar. 350p. $4.50. (IIb) 

Here tale the great Northwest and the Yukon 
Country gold rush during the 1890’s. Its hero, Simon 
Coit, neither young, nor handsome, nor virtuous; yet, 
there ring authenticity Simon’s personality 
and experiences and gives the reader vivid picture 
what was like there and then. 


Best SELLERS 


Simon and his partner, Tlingit Tom the Indian, had 
been panning streams all over Alaska and British 
Columbia for years before they washed out their first 
gleaming gravel what was become the site 
Dawson City. Within days their claim-filing, the 
rush was on. Hundreds, then thousands gold-seekers 
gathered the shores the Yukon. Among them 
were authentic miners, but and large, they were 
motely group gamblers, prostitutes, and hangers-on. 
For reasons his own, the author has fictionalized 
Simon’s strike, not using his real name, calling the 
river Cramer Creek and the city Pickit. However, the 
narrative shows careful documentation taken from the 
claims trial based Callahan Coplen, concerning 
the Cody and Joker Fractions claims before the Full 
Court Vancouver, November 30, 1899. 


Simon’s life linked with two strays. Cynara who has 
crippled husband New England, and the Indian 
who pitifully imitates Simon and takes over his castoff 
mistresses. The main thread the plot tells the 
separation the partners through misunderstandings 
and circumstances, the brutal injustice done 
Indian Tom the loss his claim, and rather inde- 
cisive but probably true-to-life ending. 


The novel’s most attractive asset its account the 
growth Dawson City; with its tents, barrooms, hotels; 
its problems supply and demand, and its isolation 
from the rest the world; its summers mud and 
mosquitoes and its winters cold and starvation. 
describes the evolution personal relationships the 
new-born city and the massing and remassing prop- 
erty. All this was disappear like pricked bubble 
when the next strike was announced Nome. 


Author Blacker the creator some forty plays 
and has been writer and researcher for TV’s Adven- 
ture, Odyssey, and Conquest. His novels include Taos, 
Westering, and The Golden Conquistadors,. all care- 
fully documented stories the frontiers. 


Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Salle College, Bacolod City, 
Negros Occidental, Philippines 


Hayes, Douglas The Comedy Man 
Abelard-Schuman. Mar. 24, 1961. 336p. $4.00. (IV) 


Some actors and actresses are almost well-known 
the statesman who guide the destiny the world. Their 


marital problems and their ailments are always 


page copy. But what about the vast majority the 
thespians whose names never shine the neon lights? 
Why they forego the security steady work eke 
out precarious livelihood the stage, the movies, 
television? 
throws some light this subject. 


Douglas Hayes his first novel 


Nathaniel Bird, Chick usually called, The 
Comedy Man. had once been big name the 
London stage and has scrap-book with glowing trib- 


utes from the critics prove it. But when this story 
opens forty years old, and for unexplained 
reason back where started from, the bottom 
England’s theatrical world. His clothes are thread- 


bare, has holes his shoes, and lives 
shackle apartment where the lavatory four floors be- 


neath the living room. 
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order stay alive. The following only partial 
list what had during the period one year. 
porter hospital, broadcasts television commercials, 
and directs play provincial theater. Naturally 
meets number off-beat characters the seedy 
agencies and the lower strata society. One the 
oddest with the pompous name Rutherford Thomas 
has reached the end the line actor, but like 
the famous Micawber always waiting for something 
turn up. invites himself non-paying boarder 
Chick’s apartment, and before long treating the 
latter relative. Only when Chick 
drops some hints gentle sledge-hammer does 
Rutherford make his exit with his dignity slightly ruf- 
fled. 


There are number humorous incidents which jus- 
tify the title this book. Among the best are where 
Chick has imitate seal television commercial, 
and the problems emphasis and enunciation that 
runs into three word advertisement, “Gluggo cleans 
quicker.” author’s characterization Chick’s im- 


Richardson. and away from his work that the reader’s 
interest falters. This largely because the veterinarian 
never emerges fully developed character due the 
over-emphasis his amatory activity and the introduc- 
tion plethora hazy major and minor figures 
drawn from ranks military, medical and peasant. 

Most the novel exposes the general mismanagement 
the battle with the virus. The peasants resent both 
gringos and city Mexicans alike, resulting the am- 
bush government inspectors indication their 
violent feelings. Washington only concerned lest 
the virus spread over the border, caring little about the 
plight the Mexican cattle owners such. 
force the crudest kind necessary keep the cam- 
paign under control, and this symbolized the ruth- 
less Colonel Gutierrez, specialist peasant reprisal 
technique. There are unscrupulous cattle owners such 
Armando Vargas who deliberately wish infect 
their herd, already ill with another germ, re- 
ceive money for their destruction, Add these 
general sneaking distrust the doctors their own 
and small wonder th. the bout man 
versus amoeba sees the odds heavily the 


mediate superior the hospital, man named 


weather, funny. Merryweather becomes 
wrought because too many erasers are used Ward 
frequent anyone this ’ospital, and ’ave kept the 
self-same eraser for the best part two years. take 
care that eraser, Mr. Bird. system, that’s where 
the fault lies Ward 3.” And one day when Chick 
decides that will not join the coffee-break, Merry- 
weather gently but firmly censures him for “playing 
ducks and drakes” with the custom the hospital, 
pernicious practice that can lead only “chaos and 
turmoil.” 

Unfortunately there are few pages which not con- 
tain some profanity, vulgarity, sexual allusion. But 
the worst feature all that the author describes the 
act sexual intercourse between Chick and four dif- 
ferent women with whom 
October when the commission appointed the British 
government found nothing objectionable the publica- 
tion Lady Chatterley’s Lover many England pre- 
dicted that other authors would also capitalize sex 
and marital infidelity. The present book indicates that 
their gloomy forebodings were not unfounded. 
indeed pity that Douglas Hayes, who has un- 
doubted sense humor, should have wasted his talent 
such salacious material. cannot recommend 
his novel for any class readers. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Birne, Henry Wait for the New Grass 
St. Martin’s. Mar. $4.95. (IIb) 


Wait for the New Grass novel which suffers from 
confusion emphasis. Its basic theme the man- 
made interference with the efforts the United States 
government wipe out “aftosa,” form foot-and- 
mouth disease, Mexican cattle. The central charac- 
ter Bill Richardson, young blond Chio veterinarian, 
who spends most his off-duty time sporting-houses 
and bars. when the novel changes its focus 


The love life the “sunshine-head,” Dr. Richardson, 
stressed over-proportion. ranges from continual 
brothel fare Maria, the teen-age daughter Arman- 
do, with whom, the book implies, the veterinarian falls 
love. Just contemplating marriage and its 
racial problems, she falls victim anthrax, fatal 
cattle-human virus, and her death results his resigna- 
tion and return the States. Colonel Gutierrez has 
his brains blown out Mexican 
worker and the aftosa plague, assume, still raging 
the book’s close. 
The novel emerges mainly bitter comment 
man’s warped obstruction medical progress, along 
with half-hearted rap racial prejudice thrown 
for the nones. There effort too indicating 
certain dignity and importance the profession the 
veterinarian, which dignity, might add, not illu- 
mined jot the extra-curricular pastimes the 
hero. 
the author’s credit, gift for recreating 
vivid detail the backgrounds Mexican rural existence, 
gleaned, doubt, from his first hand experience 
veterinarian parts Mexican. But the fact remains 
that when leaves matters bovine and concentrates 
human affairs, the novel sags badly. 

William Lynch, 

Saint Joseph’s College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Panduro, Leif Kick the Traditions 
Translated from the Danish Carl 
Taplinger. Feb. 217p. $3.50. (IIb) 

The setting and many the topical references this 
compact well-composed novel are unfortunately too 
typical any big modern city give the reader sense 
locality and feeling fictioral security. The locale 
actually Copenhagen; yet there nothing strictly 
Danish about the whole effort. This unfortunate; 
for merely adds the reader’s frequent discomfort 
the breezy, super-sophisticated attitudes the ado- 
lescent hero-narrator. thus mistake technique. 
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For, fact, despite the nonsensical incidents and bizarre 
observations, the pose, the attitudes and reactions 
David, the book’s seventéen-year-old victim ner- 
vous breakdown, are creditable enough. Youngsters 
his age reach amazingly correct conclusions about 
the chicanery, the follies, well the fuddy-dud 
doings many the adults they come contact with. 
They are quite capable satirical, even cynical down- 
playing Hollywood-made-and-dispensed formulas for 
home-breaking, exhibitionism, and other 
idiocies which David rightly scores and scorns. 


David’s story covers several months his final year 
secondary school, and his cure private mental- 
health hospital. The majority his experiences have 
authentic ring particularly his dealing with the 
psychiatrist, the rich-husband-hunting nurse, his 
schizophrenic fellow-patient. His spoofing observations 
and reactions are frequently acute, even devastating. 
But the author has over-loaded the structure this 
novel with too continuous attempt funny. 
several instances bad taste what should have 
been handled with deftness into something that comes 
too close being dirty. Yet this may not fully the 
author’s fault, The translator has brought the story 
into almost too-authentic American idiom. Not only 
there sign the fact that this translation 
the text, but this frequently excellent insight into the 
mind precocious seventeen-year-old often becomes 
annoying because over-emphasis teen-age ex- 
pressions and vocabulary. 
Francis Murphy, 
Academia Alfonsiana, Roma 


Telscombe, Anne Miss Bagshot Goes Moscow 
Ives Washburn. Mar. 256p. $3.50. (I) 


First novels are quite fun read, and this one 
particular. For captures perfectly the peculiar Eng- 
lish temperament, and pokes gentle fun our sedate 
mother countrymen. 

Miss Lavinia Bagshot intrepid Englishwoman 
seventy, with insatiable love travel, and inor- 
dinate lack the common British reticence. way, 
that is. She perfectly cultured, but she also forth- 
right and honest, and invincible hurricane 
achieving her ends—all the correct manner, 
course. 

So, despite the protests her rigid family (who have 
had extricate her from embarrassing dilemmas before, 
save their face) she embarks via air for Moscow, 
see Russia. She has very little money, great 
composure, and complete confidence that everything 
will work out fine. Everything doesn’t. 

Through series misadventures, she becomes in- 
volved with delegation making semi-official visit 
Russia. They are not happy about the mistake, and 
neither she. But before straightened out, she 
manages make the headlines giving 
speech the termination their visit. She tells the 
Russians they emphasize work too much, and advises 
them give their women luxuries instead necessi- 
ties! 

When the Napiers (Miss Bagshot’s family) see the 
morning paper England, they are appalled that Aunt 
Lavinia the headlines. Her nephew, the staid 
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sent Moscow bring home his errant 
aunt. 

When arrives Russia, discovers his Aunt has 
disappeared from the Hotel Metropole. neither the Rus- 
sians nor the British Embassy know her whereabouts. 
course the press anxious find her, too, they 
are added complication. 

Meanwhile, charming and lovely secretary from the 
Embassy, Jackie Marsh, knows aii about Miss Bagshot, 
but she away vacation, and can enlighten one. 
her return, the comedy errors continues with her 
meeting with Humphrey. 

all slowly unraveled, everyone’s satisfaction, 
particularly Humphrey for they fall 
love. Prodded, course, Miss Bagshot. 


This really delightful little book, for despite soft 
completely refreshing read recalcitrant but lov- 
able woman who independent and full real zest 
for living and loving others. 
Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


The Fun Couple 


Haase, John 
223p. $3.75. 


Simon and Schuster. Mar. 27, 1961. 


California author John Haase has written short 


treatise, billed novel, The Fun Couple, which 
another those how-great-is-life-in-California items 
the surface. Underneath, outlines the author’s belief 
relaxed smart-talk living, installment buying, 


society the senses, early marriages, and tract-house 


domiciles. light, contains cogent remarks 
society’s ills, it’s pace frantic, while generally roman- 
tic, and approaches the status being “non-book.” 


Any novel structure eliminated favor dialogue, 
series flashes and vignettes that begin with love- 


at-first-sight the ski slopes, and ends progressive 
note let’s-buy-that-teahouse-in-Hawaii. amus- 


ing, presents marvels the younger generation’s 


modes, mores and interests, but the cumulative effect 
one distinct unreality. 


The Stanfords, Gil and Tish, with daughter, Candy, 


live tract house West Covina. They are enam- 


ored with each other, course, progressive jazz, sports 
cars, helping hands, surfing, skiing, desert tans, and 
anything else that can purchased the month. 
They are not conventional and they have fun. For fun, 
they make the scene jive talk for the coffee-house 
beat, the European tour, pyschoanalysis, provide asy- 
lum for refugees, and buy funicular made into 
diner car for broken-down matador. bright, 
cheery and benevolent. 


Between excursions, Gil works for pharmaceutical 
corporation, distributing medical samples. buys 


the unused samples cost and sends them overseas 


“like CARE packages.” This causes his company 
investigate him, but grateful boss, liking the public 
relations angle for the firm, raises his salary, and buys 
him sloop. 


Rumor has that it’s movie and Broadway 


play, too. 
Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 
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Halberstam, David The Noblest Roman 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 20, 1961. 304p. $3.95. (IIb) 


“For who firm that cannot seduced?”, line 
from Julius Caesar, the title, could the ex- 
pressed theme this book. story corruption, 
the clash personalities and the conflict good and 
evil, where evil triumphs kind pyrrhic victory, 
the design the book. 


raw novel situation and language, tale 


law, disorder, and corruption. Because the narrative 
deals with characters with fleshly dimensions, who are 
not the more pleasing specimens the human family, 
not smug and comfortable interpretation life. 


you have the stomach digest his words, 
the 


pessimistic and deadening view humanity. 

The sense place sketched with rapid cartoon 
strokes The community farmed little, did not 
paint their mailboxes (most them didn’t have mail- 
boxes). Mostly they made whiskey, their very own 
whiskey. Thus they did not qualify for Chamber 
Commerce improvement awards.” (164) 


With thump horror the story opens the boot- 


legger’s car, driven man “who has been driving 
too well too long and has lost the sense adventure 
it,” runs over dog the highway. think you 
just got yourself dog—dead goddam dog.” (1) The 


same callous indifference toward life displayed when 


bootlegger later run down deliberately. felt 
before heard it—the great jolting thud, rever- 
berations, just deep and complete and total thud.” 


(121) 


Angelo, (an ironic name), the bootlegger dry 
county goes into politics second business and 
builds his own organization. controls the entire 
community, for his mind there was room enough for 
only one man power, and that man was Angelo. 
Anyone opposed Angelo was killed. When one 
his boys gets out line, Angelo personally beats him 
and throws him into the lake. “There was 
splash and the body seemed slide into the lake 
were greased. When rebounded the surface 
moment later with only the vaguest kind thrashing 
Angelo knelt down and slipped down again, and 
there was more more back talk.” (142) 


Opposing the sheriff, (Angelo’s henchman), the 


local election, the son the police chief, who looked 
the honest man. the local undertaker with the 
incredible name The undertaker wins the 
election, and because clean things up, gets 
the way Angelo. Thus, the new sheriff must 
and, after several attempts-at ambushing him for mur- 
der have failed, Angelo plans “set-up” corrupt 
him, through the one crack his character, his carnal 
weakness. the time for the showdown arrives, 
the ordinary pitch the dialogue becomes more stac- 
cato, and the rhythm the prose more anguished. 
Angelo says McCalla: 
terrible thing getting girl trouble, McCalla. People 
don’t like it, don’t like the idea it. But they love think 
about it, really love think about it. They like believe 
when isn’t true then when true why they just 
think about even more” (278). 


Without revealing too much the story line, the cor- 
ruption now complete, and with apparently de- 
cent out the web has helped weave about 
himself, McCalla says himself, “The hell with it, 
the hell with all it. Then Sheriff McCalla blew his 
brains out.” (298) 


Somehow one can’t sympathize too much with this ruin 
“The noblest man that ever lived the tide 
times,” but what movie this would make! Many 
readers, however, will agree that Sheriff McCalla’s last 
thoughts could applied the story whole. 


Clara Siggins, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Renvoizé, Jean The Masker 
World. Mar. 224p. $3.95. (IV) 


The personality conflict suggested the title never 
develops this first novel. The statement the dust 
jacket deceptive when states “in The Masker 
have portrait man odds with himself; man 
who masking his true character behind series 
unrealistic ideals.” This one way describing the 
sex activities first-class cad whose claim ideals 
consists escaping the consequences that follow each 
seduction. Our brave hero Simon Starling, British 
television personality, one-time Cambridge don and 
agonizing novelist. jaded thirty-six, Starling’s mar- 
riage Sarah had long ago ended boredom and di- 
vorce. “He wanted lecherous celibate the 
mood took him.” (p. 26) Gerald, their son, went live 
with his mother and stepfather. 


The story opens holiday time when Gerald visiting 
his father. Helen, Starling’s latest victim, visits his 
house Hampstead but has already tired her 
demands that marry her and dismisses her dis- 
gust. Gerald, course, can’t help wondering about his 
father’s personal life. expects trauma setting 
account for some future aberration his part. 
Most the book concerned with Starling’s next 
amorous venture, the studied conquest Mollie Tref- 
fry, twenty-one-year-old Cornish girl whom met 
‘arty’ Hampstead party. Starling works fast. 
After few days controlled propinquity, the two 
plan five-day week-end Devon the conveniently 
vacated home mutual friends Leonard and Shiela 
Halliday, the latter one Simon’s old pals who warns 
Mollie vain. Here, Starling and Mollie through 
with what she coyly calls sort honeymoon,” 
now, pay later kind scheme. Their clinical discus- 
sion the event, the event itself and those that follow 
the next few days offer the novelist ample oppor- 
tunity for detailed description from which she doesn’t 
flinch. The thing ends eventually because, course, 
Starling having had his cake isn’t going eat too. 
Marriage out goodbye Mollie, whoever-you- 
are. Things are winding for Gerald too after 
mildly exciting introduction Life through associa- 
tion with the housekeeper’s teen-age daughter. And 
everyone much more sophisticated than when the 
summer 


There isn’t very much said for this The 
dialogue impossible trash and suggest that so- 
called intellectual waging much battle over 


the 
one. 
soft 
lov- 
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ideals this bunk writing stretching the imagination 
indeed. The unfortunate part that reports condi- 
tions some.segments the British scene not 
discount how dominant role sex worship plays even 
the highest strata. But official reports seem 
the most suitable place table these activities people 
who are sick, sick, sick, who call themselves “animists” 
and who can’t Christian because “there are too 
many things disagree with,” unless course you want 
sell, sell, sell any price. There nothing 
recommend this book anyone. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Savory, Teo The Single Secret 
Mar. 15, 1961. 318p. $4.00. (IIb) 


Laura Tatspaugh Cayuno was brought the state hos- 
pital for the mentally ill her brother-in-law, the 
She was admitted complaint violence 
against her neighbor. The complaint was signed the 
neighbor and her own mother. She had obviously 
been struggle, had vomited over herself, and 
reeked whiskey. She was coma induced 
overdose barbiturates and seemed destined for shock 
treatment and the violent ward the walking, mind- 
less dead. But Dr. Andre Munch, psychiatrist, heard 
Laura cry out “Lavinia” her deep sleep and felt 
compulsion fight for the spark life which was not 
visible but which intuitively sensed. Despite the 
skepticism his colleagues, unlocked the mystery 
Laura’s dark world and succeeded returning her 
freedom and the living. 

The Single Secret believable though sometimes con- 
fusing novel the people small village the 
mountains New England. The community has felt 
the impact the Italians brought the original 
Yankee settlers work the now abandoned marble 
quarries. The Tatspaugh family particular has been 
marked the hate the Cayuno sons who vowed 
“show” them. 

The technique used reminiscent Jacoba van 
Velde’s The Big Ward but not accomplished. The 
Single Secret good novel and well written and 
should appeal those who like the unusual form. 
The story falls into place bit bit Laura responds 
psychiatric treatment and the characters are revealed 
only she comes know her story and accept it. 


Teo Savory, author The Landscape Dreams and 
Seed Under Mulch, lives Massachusetts. 


Carmen Collier 


Carse, Robert The Moonrakers 
Harper. Feb. 176p. $4.00. (IIa) 


Two themes are interwoven this nostalgic tale the 
clipper ships which ruled the trade lanes the Seven 
Seas during the 19th century: the building and the 
characteristics the famous Clippers and the adven- 
tures ship-builders and sailing captains such Nat 
Palmer, Donald McKay, “Black Ben” Forbes, and 
James Prescott. Intertwined are the manners and 
mores the various breeds men who manned these 
stately ships. The style terse and crisp, well larded 
with nautical expressions; and the narrative includes 
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brutal captains heading press gangs “shanghai” men 
for their crews, the constant menace the elements 
afloat, and Chinese pirates lurking along the far east- 
ern coasts. There told the story the Opium War, 
the life the European and American colony who, 
living the fringe the Emperor’s domain, had sev- 
eral clashes with Chinese mobs. Older teen-agers and 
all adults will enjoy this lively account ships and 


the men who went down the sea them. 
Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Wheaton, Maryland 
Honig, Donald Walk Like Man 


Sloane. Mar. 222p. $3.75. (Ila) 


There are three major characters this novel with 
Civil War Background: the 16-year-old boy Jeff 
Taylor, his uncle Clay, and his side kick Pete Mariah. 
pre-Civil War world romantic idealism shat- 
tered the ugly reality war and causes him rise 
and “walk like man.” Clay likeable scoundrel, 
artist deception and seduction until closes out 
his short life the hands his nephew, draped the 
duplicity the Confederate gray while looking for all 
the world like Federal intelligence agent. Pete 
glib tongue, loyal companion, quick the draw 
and easy virtue with the ladies. The plot concerns 
attempt bring his elusive uncle back Cap- 
stone, across the bay from Manhattan Long Island 
way” result escapade with Clay, who now 
Baker Station, Virginia. encounters with 
mostly Union troops fill out the narrative Jeff’s 
journey southward, and includes bookish explanation 
Union Captain the causes the War; but the 
explanation comes very close the ultimate analysis 
made since that time and after all the Captain had 
been school teacher. This reviewer enjoyed the novel 
immensely. well written and different enough 


refreshing. 
Berkely Kines, S.J., M.A., 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Yacine, Kateb Nedjma 
Braziller. Feb. 24,1961. 344p. $4.00. (III) 
important know something about the back- 
ground the author this novel about Algeria. Kateb 
Yacine was born 1929 near Con- 
stantine, Algeria. Accused having taken active 
part the demonstration May 1945, his studies 
were interrupted for few months internment. Dur- 
ing the past years has traveled Saudi Arabia, 
the Egyptian Sudan, and Soviet Central Asia; has 
for the newspaper Algier Republicain. France 
has worked bricklaying and farmhand. There 
is, therefore, doubt that well acquainted with 
his subject and that has deep-rooted hatred for 
the European. the reader progresses within this 
novel, comes know that for the author the end 
justifies the means. The realism the language 
some the descriptions make one think Zola’s style. 
Some the orgies described are revolting. The sensu- 
ous permeates the book. One might say that, his 
candid way, Yacine presents Algeria with the pride 
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that has for the priests the mosques and the 
prostitutes the village houses. tells his story 
through the inner consciousness four friends,— 
Lakhdar, Mustapha, Rachid, and Mourad, who 
shared obsession embracing the vitality free 
life and the love the same woman, Nedjma, whose 
origin was made mysterious old man, Mokhtar, 
who wore “an Egyptian fez too tall for his height and 
too bright for his age.” Amid series concurrent 
tragedies, the four friends came, one one, dis- 
cover the obscure origin the wife Kame, and 
Rachid undertook restore Nedjma her true des- 
tiny. 

The mature discriminating reader may find the poetic 
action incentive prompt compassion for the for- 
midable characters and appreciate the unique total- 
ity Nedjma. But, have said, this strongly 


flavored, acid book. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Maxwell, William The Chateau 


Knopf. Mar. 20,1961. 402p. $4.95. 


Mr. Maxwell, from the editorial staff The New 
Yorker magazine for years, has added another novel 
his literary outpourings, and this absorbing 
story about young American couple who toured 
France shortly after the end the World War That 
devastated land was still staggering from the traumatic 
effects the world conflict, and Harold and Barbara 
Rhodes were not quite prepared for the impact their 
visit. They had all the usual experiences camera- 
laden tourists with guide books, vocabulary lists and 
lost addresses, and their mishaps will tickle the mem- 
ories many others who had the same agonizing ex- 
periences. 


They decided stay for few weeks paying guests 
chateau near the Loire River, because gave them 
base for their meanderings well first-hand 
opportunity meet some the native French people. 
The novel does neat job exposing the chilliness, 
the envy and even the frigidity the French, and the 
young Americans became objects extreme curiosity 
for persons with nothing but kindness their hearts 
meet chilly insulting civility from persons whom 
were extended abundance warmth and geniality. 
There was the great barrier language surmount, 
and there was also the unconscious jealousy exhibited 
war-saddened people who saw others from land 
that had prospered and grown rich while Europe was 
struggling and suffering. “Do imagine it,” the boy 
asks his wife one night they lie their beds, 
true that when they speak the Nazis—the people 
downstairs, mean—the very next sentence invari- 
ably some quite disconnected about Ameri- 
cans?” 

The truth that while Harold and Barbara were study- 
ing the French people, the French were studying them. 
This only resulted mutual mystery, because soon 
one difficulty had been cleared up, another sprang 
take its place. That may, fact, the theme 
the novel. People just don’t seem like happy 
endings their stories these days, and there may even 


some readers, (and some writers, too), who carry 
the that happy ending some sort intel- 
lectual blight manuscript. 


The book could well take its place guide book 
France, because has thousand fascinating details 
about bus rides through the country, old monasteries, 
quaint dining places with wonderful menus, trips 
the opera, shopping excursions, stained glass cathe- 
drals, hotel rooms without hot water the faucets, 
and the assorted thrills visiting land that rich 
with 


Mr. Maxwell superb craftsman with novel, 
(sometimes even little too superb), and there are 
times when his images become bit too complicated 
for casual reader follow. But draws splendid 
character sketches, and not all are predatory 
smugly covetous the aristocratic but impoverished 
landlady the Mr. Maxwell’s two tourists 
are American Presbyterians, and they gawk Cath- 
olic cathedrals with the leaden curiosity that must an- 
noy good Catholic Frenchmen. The Catholics the 
book are pietistic, not pious, and they are source 
annoyance, But after all, they are Mr. Maxwell’s 
and author may with them what 
wills. 


tourist going France might well read this book. 
gives many tips what one should and should not 
do. Many pages its sightseeing are sheer delight, 
and they give readers vicarious thrill putting them 
directly into the heart the France that everyone 
ought love. The pity is, course, that the France- 
we-all-love may really not the France-as-it-is, all. 
Mr. Maxwell discusses that notion, and leaves his 
readers judge for themselves, reminding them rather 
grimly that they clear one mystery, another im- 
mediately jumps take its place. 


Eugene Dooley, J.C.D., 
Buffalo, New York 


* 


Fowler, Helen The Refugee 
Macmillan. Mar. 27,1961. 249p. $4.50. (lla) 


one the reasons for writing novel move the 
reader genuine soul-searching—the cathartic experi- 
ence classic literary criticism—The Refugee succeeds 
that department. Helen Fowler, Australian, 
treats dramatic, conscience searching story that 
gives the reader feeling actually having visited her 
Australia, experienced the magnificence its vast 
territory, the garish beauties its countryside, the in- 
tense heat and danger its dry seasons, the brash en- 
terprise its people, the dowdiness its slums, and 
the hope and despair visits new arrivals. All this 
provides natural background for the spiritual tragedy 
that Miss Fowler sees the problem the absorption 
the refugees into the Australian economic and social 
scene. Mr. Steffy Bulgarian intellectual who had 
flee the Communists his native land, leaving be- 
hind his wife and four children. Finally hired 
gardener Margaret Richards against the wishes 
her husband, Lionel. Margaret the twin sister 
priest, Father Tom Conway. Lon Richards the son 
one the “best” families, who accepted instruction 


and was baptized Catholic just marry Margaret. 
feels she has hired Mr. Steffy—as well the 


kitchen maid, mother child—to 
“preach him.” Despite their intense love each 
other, the spiritual drama that developing within 
Margaret’s soul, aggravated the children’s question- 
ing their father’s failure live his faith, has 
begun endanger their marriage; or, her mother 
shrewdly observes her priest son, undermine Mar- 
garet’s faith. 


Suddenly tragedy strikes. Mr. Steffy goes beserk. 
murders the maid and Margaret and her three chil- 
dren, thinking wiping out his own family save 
them from Communist outrage. This explanation 
supplied Bert Johnson, the man, who 
both the secondary hero, and the character supplying 
the book with authentic touch realism and hu- 
mor. Incidentally, the naturalness the portrayal 
the Johnson family and their slum environment one 
the better features the book. The reaction the 
massacre Lon’s family scenting scandal, Mar- 
garet’s brother the priest and the public and the 
press, build climax which Lon persuaded 
strike blow for the refugees well his own soul 
undertaking heroic enterprise his wife’s mem- 
ory. 

This book just misses being great novel grave 
fault structure. For some incredible reason, Miss 
Fowler crowds the whole climax into twenty-four hours 
—thereby taxing beyond the breaking point, the credi- 
bility Lon Richards’ complete about face reaction 
and character. There reason why the same solu- 
tion could not have been drawn out over week 
two, giving the victim this tour-de-force—and the 
reader—a chance react somewhat normally. the 
very least, the reader should have been given glimpse 
the post-funeral reaction Lon’s family. Such re- 
assurance for the reader need not have lengthened the 
book greatly. 


There another fault tactic—Miss Fowler starts 
preach one two instances. This unfortunate. 
For the whole her book line fine, not 
great, Catholic novel. She possesses narrative skill and 
keen human insight. She understands perfectly the 
substance which modern story must consist. But 
the zeal interweave explanations Catholic doc- 
trine, even though pertinent her story, gets the better 
her two three times. bad technique. 
the ruination possible consideration the secular 
literary world. 


Catholics but human beings. 


Francis Murphy, C.SS.R., 
Academia Alfonsiana, Roma 


McDowell, Robert Tidewater Sprig 
Crown. Feb. 27,1961. 319p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Tod Medford was one member the Virginia Tide- 
water aristocracy who went the dogs early ard thor- 
oughly via wine, women, song and cards until finally 
his family would have more his escapades and 
debts. And 1783 found himself with other 
prospects than act agent for Clyde Warton and 
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Colonel Fingal series land deals Kentucky 
where hoped recoup his fortunes and resume his 
position landed aristocrat. his way west and 
search amatory adventure aided supposed 
bound-girl escape cruel master, only discover, 
after she had foiled his advances and turn escaped 
from him, that had run afoul the law aiding 
the escape Clyde Warton’s wife. Almost killing 
Warton duel, and course longer agent for 
the Warton-Fingal combine, Tod escaped Pittsburgh, 
used his last funds purchase stock trade goods 
and barely managed beat the law shoving off for 
the voyage down the Ohio. His boat and supplies were 
stolen and was left destitute salt-refining center 
the fringe Kentucky. 


Encumbered not only his utter destitution but also 
aristocratic attitudes which made him regard work 
demeaning, Tod was forced learn the bitter lesson 
that not working meant not eating. finally took 
the meanest job salt-works, learned the processes 
involved and began learn also how live with and 
gain the respect the settlers had earlier despised. 
Fingal and Warton began work series nefarious 
schemes designed take over all the saltworks and 
gain monopoly. They also found and took Warton’s 
wife Betty who had been hiding with family set- 
tlers. Tod found new source salt, built his own 
saltworks and, with the help his neighbors, defeated 
all Warton’s machinations. Clyde was killed, leaving 
Betty free marry Tod. 


Loaded with some curious grammatical constructions 
which may well have been use the time, 
warmly human story personal adventure with 
fairly authentic historical background. Amorality and 
immorality with respect matters sexual and vio- 
lence prevents its recommendation any other than 


adults. 
Wolf, Ph.D. 


Longstreet, Stephen Gettysburg 


Straus Cudahy. Mar. 20, 1961. 342p. $4.50. 


novel about Gettysburg. Whether the author related 


the controversial general unknown this reviewer. 
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Lee and Longstreet will always remembered 


unknown, but this reviewer doubts it. This an- 
other novel about “the little people” caught battle, 
and, like most such works, has difficulty keeping the 
two focuses under control. 

Here have the extra-curricular work Major Tjaden 
Hedrick and his affair with the beauteous Esme, wife 
the impotent Gettysburg innkeeper. complicate 
his life there arrives from the south the lovely Fiona, 
former love, who proceeds picnic out near the grove 
trees that Pickett trying reach. Doc Brodie, 
army surgeon, his ears trouble. seems 
has been carrying affair with the wife the local 
blacksmith and finally forced shoot the cuckold 
just the wounded begin pouring from Pickett’s 


been 
battle 
very 


Longst 
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the 
all this 
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fought 
life 
fornica 


charge. Let not neglect Alice, the Gettysburg farm 
girl, who meets and loves passing Confederate soldier 


nection wit the great ills 
The Refugee eminently worth reading both remembered for his retelling the battle 
tivating narrative told with exquisite literary skill, and 
the meaningful discussion social and moral prob- 
lem that intimately concerns our generation, not only 


lad named Texas Chile. counterpoint all these 
love stories, there the story Lady, the hand- 
some blooded mare, who finally gives birth her colt 
the Confederates retreat from the area. Acting quite 
sensibly during all the sturm und drang Captain 
Moses Meyers, the Jewish man sensibility, who has 
read Tolstoi and who tries bring philosophy the 
chaos war. 
for 
burgh, there has been little mention the battle far 
goods this review, that quite understandable. The battle 
off for rather unimportant the book. There are ‘great 
were flashbacks tell how the Major loved Fiona long ago, 
center how married another, and how his life has been 
blighted ever since. are briefed the status 
also Doc Brodie, Texas Chile, Alice, and Captain Meyers. 
work Once they and the many lesser characters are set for 
lesson US, can begin consideration what they all did 
took during those three July days. 
his account matters military, Longstreet quite 
and adept. Someof the images evokes are even mem- 
spised. The account the map-making bird flying 
farious over the battlefield (p. 27) gives clear picture the 
and terrain involved, well poetic and ironic com- 
mentary what will transpire there. The almost 
Homeric simile which army and its movement 
OWN are compared huge jellyfish (p. 159) graphic 
meaningful any description war one could 
find. The account the fight Peach Orchard, 
Little Round Top, and Pickett’s Charge are splendid 
uctions the hell battle. 
There are reservations, however. None the prin- 
ity and Soldiers roam about the battlefield almost will. Near- 
all are “outsiders” who see the others forming for 
charge counterattack, who witness others making 
decisions, but themselves seem only bystanders his- 
tory. Surely life went during the battle, but was 
really this book pictures it? Adding the sense 
ysburg unreality are the questionable data available the 
$4.50. Participants. For example, did Meade know the 
details the Draft Riots New York City the 
night July did the Union subordinate officers 
know Sheridan’s skill handling cavalry the 
early summer 1863? addition this, there the 
use coincidence and name dropping 
hills throughout. 
Major has used the very room Whistler had 
battle West Point. When was wounded, the Major had 
an- treated hospital (you’ve guessed it!) Walt 
battle, Whitman. Fiona just happens arrive time for the 
the battle and run her old lover, the Major, the 
very inn near the battlefield where staying. 
‘Tjaden Longstreet has the skill better. Had related 
ne, wife the story with strong focus one the characters, 
nplicate the whole novel would have been tightened and im- 
Fiona, proved. is, see things, now from Lee’s, now 
grove from Meade’s point-of-view. Part the story how 
odie, all this effects Esme, and Alice, and the Doc, and Texas 
eems Chile, and the Major, and Moses Meyers. Battles are 
local fought fog, but this fog deliberately stirred into 
cuckold life the author. The explicit scenes adultery and 
Pickett’s fornication limit the book adult readers. 
soldier 


Wheeling College 


Wakeman, Frederic The Fault the Apple 
Simon and Schuster. Mar. 253p. $3.95. (IIb) 
The Fault the Apple Mr. Wakeman’s ninth novel 
and could have been greater book the author 
the publisher had been less cynical with the material 
and less sentimental about the ending. 

The story deals with novelist his forties who 
talked into sponsoring the movie one his novels 
and so, separated from his wife and two children and 
thrown into close relationship with the actress who 
will play the lead his movie, decides give 
his family and live forever (actually less than month) 
with the actress. 

Mr. Wakeman emphasizes that the hero alone re- 
sponsible for subjecting his wife and children the 
ugliness divorce proceedings his attempt live 
with the Southern European woman who has stirred 
his pulses. There temporary reconciliation with 
the family, but the end the hero telephones the 
actress saying and she responds, will come.” 
Situations but not the people the novel come 
However, actual places are not identified often enough. 
The book always interesting but never exciting. 

Mr. Wakeman occasionally careless his treatment 
God and religion—even the point blasphemy. 
only the novel had been straight satire could have 
done job the shoddiness divorce. now 
reads, ineffectual piece writing. 


Daleiden, O.F.M., 
College St. Mary, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Banks, Lynne Reid The L-Shaped Room 
Simon and Schuster. Mar. 27, 1961. 320p. $4.50. (IIb) 
The squalid room the fifth floor under the slant- 
ing roof seedy boarding house Fulham, London. 
For Jane Graham her late twenties, who had tried 
her hand career the stage and now drums 
typewriter for the director public relations swank 
London hotel, refuge and hideout. After 
mistaken night romance she prefers forget, she 
has discovered that she pregnant. Upon disclosing 
this fact, somewhat rudely and abruptly, her 
widowed father, whom she misunderstands and dis- 
likes, she turned out her comfortable home into 
the cold and the fog. 

Alone, hurt, bewildered the predicament into which 
she has fallen, and concerned how she meet the 
responsibility unexpectedly saddled upon her, Jane has 
sought out her sordid quarters partly spirit pen- 
ance, partly for reasons thrift, but chiefly cut 
herself off from all human contacts, while she works 
out her future. Though she does her best maintain 
her privacy and secret, bit bit Jane finds herself en- 
tangled the lives the odd lot characters sur- 
rounding her. Despite her muddleheaded determina- 
tion miserable her depressing quarters, she be- 
gins tidy her lodging and respond the over- 
tures her neighbors. Eventually she discovers herself 
love with young Jewish writer, Toby, who lacks 
confidence, discipline and publisher. 

But the course true love seldom runs smooth. Jane 
not only loses her job but Toby, too, aftermath 
Christmas Eve party that promised joyous Christ- 


mas day. she stands amid the bleak ruins the 
night before Christmas, she rescued her Aunt 
Addie, who whisks her off the country for couple 
months, before she sends her back her room with 
commission type and edit book Addie had writ- 
ten years before. Upon her return she finds Toby has 
disappeared without trace into the labyrinth Lon- 
don. Time passes. There word from Addie. 
Her former lover appears, willing make amends but 
grateful left off the hook. The landlady decides 
muscle for more rent. the end her resources 
Jane learns that her father had been see her and 
decides last return home, where she finds under- 
standing and reconciliation. 
When she pays visit her lodgings pick her 
things, there encounter between Toby and the 
erstwhile lover. Toby, who has last found pub- 
lisher, also finds Terry’s jaw with resounding right. 
The excitement induces premature birth and the 
close the tale older and presumably wiser Jane 
with her son and father, the main objects her con- 
cern, courageously faces the future, uncertain whether 
This creditable first novel young English writer 
with penetrating eye for human foibles and flair 
for creating characters who bear the whole 
semblance human beings. She aware that beneath 
the crust covetousness, selfishness, 
there hides streak decency the race. Oddly 
enough she discovers twinges conscience people 
and capacity grow understanding, kindness and 
courage the face responsibility and trial. Not ex- 
actly riproaring comedy, with heroine who can 
exasperating well admirable, honest story, 
ably written and promising better things still come. 
Its theme course limits its audience adults. 

Jacklin, 

Georgetown University 
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Title and Classification Author Review Date 
FICTION 


Sermons and Soda-water (IIb) O’Hara Dec. 15, 
Kill Mockingbird (Ila) Lee July 15, 
Hawaii (IIb) Michener 
The Last the Just (Ila) Schwarz-Bart Nov. 15, 
Burnt-Out Case Greene Mar. ’61 
Pomp and Circumstance (IIb) Coward Dec. 
Advise and Consent (IIb) Drury Aug. 15, ’59 
Decision Delphi (I) MacInnes 
The Dean’s Watch Goudge Nov. 15, 


The Chess Players (I) Keyes Dec. 15, 
Through the Fields Clover (Ila) DeVries 
Summer Season (IIb) Taylor Feb. 15, 


NON-FICTION 


The Rise and Fall the Third 

Reich Shirer 
Who Killed Society? (I) Amory 
The Waste Makers Packard 
The White Nile (I) Moorehead 
The Snake Has All the Lines 
Fate the Hunter Gann 
Skyline Fowler 
Ring Bright Water (I) Maxwell 
Shadows the Grass (I) Dinesen 
Excellence Gardner Mar. 


same 


Works 
the 


Indefatigable mystery writer, John Creasey, The 
Killing Strike, presents another adventure Inspector Bible 
“Handsome” West, this time investigating murder ubli 
and threatened strike British Motor works, 
(Scribner. 192 p., $2.95; I); the first death com- Thi 

two more gruesome killings before the 
criminal finally identified, but the old hand will 
him least half-way through Night’s Black Agent 


Best SELLERS 


John Bingham, (Dodd, Mead. 213 p., $2.95; 
sets reporter the trail vicious blackmailer, 
with the purpose murdering the criminal; the final 
scene Norwegian mountainside seems made for 
Hitchcock, but the rest incredible Requiem fora 
Schoolgirl, Ivan Ross, (Simon Schuster. 245 p., 
$3.50; expertly written expose organized ju- 


venile crime; Laurie Mitchell, bright witty student, 
murdered and teacher Ben Gordon sets out find out 
why and Down Among the Dead Menis ritish 


novel suspense Patricia Moyes, (Holt, Rinehart sentati 

Winston. 252 p., $3.50; I), but does not rate high 

had expected to; the guilty party too soon The 
must 


obvious and the author’s fascination for sailing boats 
more distraction than attraction typical 
and-hounds tale Walk Into Murder Peter for the 
Helm,, (Scribner. 188 p., $2.95; [), involving peripate- lishers. 
tic professor who just happens get involved with one 
dope smugglers George Harmon Coxe’s Error that 
Judgment, (Knopf. 181 p., $2.95; another action- the ver 
packed Flash Casey adventure, which everyone’s 
favorite newsphotographer meets blackmailer who new 
uses microphone concealed psychiatrist’s office the Be: 
get his material Footsteps the Night the unin- modes. 
spired title Dolores Hichens’ which murder 
moves into new housing development along with new the tra 
owners; the murderer the teenage girl not the only which 
sick-sick person this story, (Doubleday. 187 p., $2.95; the 
daughter leaves restaurant before her par- trans 
ents and sleepily chooses the back seat the wrong read 
car for nap and wakes the midst gang ally 
car-nappers; her parents the sleuthing Encounter flavor. 
with Evil Amber Dean, (Doubleday. 192 p., $2.95; 
Thief Rupert Croft-Cooke, (Doubleday. 191 reading. 
$2.95; IIa), explores the motives for one man’s Catholic 
career crime, from petty larceny highly im- translati 
probable attempts make off with several millions fore the 
Hunter Large, (Simon and Schuster. 215p. 3.50; IIb), permissi 
Thomas Dewey, detective’s wife murdered gives 
and left for dead—for apparent reason; upon 
his recovery the detective sets out alone find the 

killers. This mediocre whodunit, except for the 

sex and the price, both which are too high Night 

Wenceslas, (Harper. 211p. $3.50; IIb), Lionel 
Davidson, the story young man working Eng- 
land who blackmailed into trip Prague smuggle 
commercial (so thinks) secret from behind that Antarcti 
Iron Curtain; when discovers what really going on, 


starts run and delightful chase ensues. birds, 

The New English Bible: New Testament veget 
Oxford University Press and Cambridge University Press Whaling 
(Joint Publishers.) 1961. $4.95. destroy 


the bookshops buy this recent publication; from the this 
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1961 


same sources learn that first printing 50,000 
the United States has been increased 200,000, and 
that demands far exceed the supply. This New English 
Bible promises the best seller the year. The 
publishers estimate that 1,000,000 copies have been 
made available. 

This new translation the product the work 
joint Committee which has collaborated for years 
under the direction the renowned scholar, Rev. Dr. 
Dodd. This joint Committee “decided the 
outset that what was now needed was genuinely new 
translation, which attempt should made con- 
sistently use the idiom contemporary English 
convey the meaning the Greek. The present trans- 
lators were enjoined replace Greek constructions and 
idioms those contemporary English.” (Introduc- 
tion, ix.) For the execution the task the joint Com- 
mittee “appointed panel scholars, drawn from 
British universities, whom they believed repre- 
sentative competent biblical scholarship this coun- 
try the present time.” (ibid. ix). 

The first reactions the reader who picks this book 
must surprise and pleasure: Here book which 
and format immensely readable. And 
that alone praise and thanks are due the pub- 

one reads along, one becomes more and more aware 
this book very intelligible; the expression from 
very idiom our times. reader who has become 
familiar with older translations caught some times 
new translation; for instance, one wonders whether 
Beatitudes have benefitted casting off the old 
Some expressions will strike the American 
either obscure rough. other sections 
translators have succeeded with magnificence 
_which have never seen the Benedictus and 
Magnificat (Luke, chapter are gems the art 
translating. Naturally work this sort must 
and reread, savored and savored again; only gradu- 
will the reader penetrate into its richness and 
Certainly this reviewer found himself becom- 
more enamored the work with each repeated 
reading. 

readers Best Sellers must aware that this 
the work Protestant scholars. Where- 
the Canon Law the Roman Catholic Church 
its members read this book without proper 
the Ordinary. Law, however, 
students the Bible permission read such 


William Herlihy, 
University Scranton 
Frank Antarctica 
Feb. 27, 1961. 258p. $5.50. 


has area larger than that Europe and 
combined. has native population, few 

birds, fewer animals. More than nine-tenths its sur- 
face covered ice, some more than mile 
thick; the temperature never above freezing; there 
vegetation worthy the name. Except for the 
factories, which must regulated lest they 
themselves the whales are destroyed, there 
date, industry nor any considered feasible 
this time. 


Why then, all the interest shown that frigid and 
forbidden Why should ten nations now 
spending millions dollars learn more about it? 
Prof. Debenham gives many the answers this 
book. geologist, was member Cook’s ex- 
pedition the South Pole 1911; has been actively 
associated with number Antarctic expeditions since 
that time. Founder-Director the Scott Polar 
Research Institute Cambridge, now the leading 
center polar work, and authority ice the 
Polar Regions, eminently qualified write about Ant- 
arctica. 


Errors navigation, mistakes interpretation what 
had actually been seen and unrealistic, even fantastic, 
claims had led early concepts Antarctic con- 
tinent much larger than has now been proven 
the case. Voyage after voyage lopped off section after 
section until aerial mapping finally determined the 
exact size, shape and position the continent and the 
islands near it. 

Although similar many ways the Arctic, about 
which much was known and great deal had been 
written, the Antarctic differs many respects. The 
author has given excellent, interesting, easily readable 
descriptions the continent and the ice, both 
and around it, that its main feature. has knack, 
implemented easily understood down-to-earth simi- 
les, writing that makes the book pleasant and in- 
structive well easy reading. 

Englishman, gives full credit those other 
nationalities who contributed the present knowledge 
Antarctica; member expedition that lost 
only days the race for the South Pole, writes 
without rancor recrimination what must have 
been great disappointment. matter fact, the 
few references his part are usually indirection, as, 
when describing how geologist lost day’s time trying 
unsuccessfully save some penguins, concluded 
“the disgusted geologist was the author.” 

Antarctica well worth reading and 


for all. 
Moses, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Jean 
The Love Learning and the Desire for God 
University Press. Mar. 1961. 415p. $5.50. 


(Catholic Book Club 


This exceptionally fine book. Its contents were 
given originally series lectures San Anselmo 
Rome, 1955-56. The author, distinguished Bene- 
dictine from Luxembourg proves himself one the 
foremost scholars our time. The translation Cath- 
erine Misrahi and the arrangement the material 
superb. Love has gone into the preparation the 
format: the type Aldine Bembo, predecessor Gara- 
mond and the original form for our favorite Caslon 
Old Style; the binding green linen, the color Spring; 
even the jacket Irene Murray, the same color, 
gives character the work. The Fordham University 
Press has reason proud this product. 


The perennial question proposed and discussed this 
book might put: “Which way go? The mo- 
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nastic life life the Monastic theology 
scholastic theology?” opening chapters, Dom 
Leclerq argues for both. fact, willing admit 
that monastic theology often accused being the- 
ology all; but later, Fruits Monastic Culture, 
the third division the book, strenuously quotes 
Evagrius’ famous saying: “If you are theologian, you 
will pray truth; and you pray truth, you are 
theologian.” Sources Monastic Culture, the sec- 
ond section, find this: 
Every age has its own set values. When admire 
Renaissance palace, not condemn because living 
artistic achievement and accept the fact that men the 
time may have had different concept daily living from 
ours. like manner, medieval men took more interest 
permanent and universal ideas than specific events which 
are transitory nature.” 
interesting, perhaps, refer the late Justice 
Oliver Wendell Holmes that. discussing the 
value reading great books, Holmes says would not 
spend too much time them since their ideas have 
now all become commonplace and what should 
devote our time are those new books which reflect 
the new ideas our own time. This exactly what 
the monastic did: devoted himself the ideas 
his day medieval times and, today, masters 
the thoughts all time before devotes himself 
today. This also what the scholastic does; but, 
not reasonable suppose, has less time which 
it? 
So, the end, the choice our own. Both manners 
living have the same purpose, serve Almighty 
God, “to love Him, serve Him this world and 
happy with Him the next.” Evidently, there need 
bring both the monastic and the scholastic life closer 
together. The paradox can only resolved the 
monastics: They must come out their shells. This 
what Dom has done this book. 
St. Benedict, St. Bernard Clairvaux, St. Anselm, 
Venerable Bede, St. Gregory the Great and St. Jerome 
(as author the Vulgate) all figure prominently 
this beautiful presentation monastic thought and liv- 
ing. layman could help but intrigued and edified 
the thoughts these glowing pages. overpower- 
ing set Notes accompany the text and comprehen- 
sive Index added make the text easy refer for 
recall purposes. This the first book Dom Leclerq 
translated into English. Let hope will secure 
British imprint without delay and wil! the fore- 
runner whole series his books, available 
only Latin and French. 
Franklin Dunham, Litt,D., 
Office Education, 
Washington, 


Mowat, Farley Ordeal Ice 
Little, Brown. Mar. 362p. $6.50. 


Ordeal Ice chronological account many the 
expeditions the frigid waters northeastern Canada, 
several them search the Northwest Passage, 
many solely for profit, some wholly exploratory scien- 
tific, few search previous expeditions that had 
failed return. Original accounts have been used 
great extent, edited and abridged “by removing tech- 
nical material, redundances, and matters not related 


Best SELLERS 


the theme itself” and presented “in modern English 
wherever there was any possibility that the style 
and idiom former times would make easy com- 
radeship between the original author and modern 
reader difficult, not impossible.” The gaps have been 
filled the author give continuous story from 
the time Frobisher’s first voyage the trip 
Charles Hall 1860-62. 


Twelve the more than thirty expeditions mentioned 
the book are covered more less detail, based 
selected written accounts that run the gamut from 
great success total failure. But all have many things 
common. bitter cold, privation, hunger, the ravages 


scurvy, and death with both ships and men always 


menaced the ever present ice. For those who spent 
winter those Arctic regions, whether choice 


were the hardships imposed nature. 


Frobisher, Henry Hudson, Jens Munk, Thomas James, 


James Knight, John Scott, Captain Austin, 
Leopold McClintock and Charles Hall are the ex- 


plorers whose exploits have been chosen basis for 


the book. The selection interesting one, though 
perhaps prejudiced the author’s repeated disparage- 


most them, well his obvious admiration for 
some, such James Scott, and his equally evident dis- 
like for others, such Parry, who led three expeditions 
between 1819 and 1824 all which are covered 
two paragraphs “gaps” the narrative. 


short chapter the whaling industry the Arctic 
and some sidelights the early activities the Com- 
pany Gentlemen Adventurers Trading Into Hudson’s 
Bay, the Hudson Bay Company was originally 
known, add the interest excellent presentation 
adventure, fortitude and hardship. The book 
easy, interesting reading, which, while entertaining, also 
gives good review the history the region. 


Moses 


Kessel, Joseph The Valley 
McKay. Mar. 17,1961. 199p. $3.95. 


American readers will remember Joseph Kessel’s 
novel about Africa, The Lion, which won such 
claim 1959. France, course, has long been 
recognized writer great distinction, but this 
only his second work have been translated into Eng- 
lish, although merits the attention given its 
cessor. Stella Rodway, who translated the work, has 
done the author good service, but unfortunately 
same cannot said the publisher, unless this re- 

viewer received defective copy. The printing badly 

centered, and most the pages were not 

cut. However this may distract the reader, cannot 
fully detract from the author’s 
The Valley Rubies not fictional, although 
like the pages romantic fiction its best. The 
begins Paris, where the much-travelled Kessel 
makes his headquarters. Just back from long voyage, 
was anticipating period respite when Jean, 
jewel-dealer and close friend his, bursts in, soon 
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circumstance, the enforced inactivity was often almost 
hard bear—despite the efforts leaders such 
Scott and McClintock who made every effort keep 
their men occupied throughout the long winter night— 
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lish followed the latter’s associate Julius, with proposi- 
tion for trip Burma, more specifically, Mogok 
styl€ the “valley rubies,” the source all rubies 
com- the world. And this were not incentive enough, 
there the veiled hint that Jean the trail 
been fabulous cache rubies stolen group murderous 
dacoits, who infest this area. The slightly shop-worn 
aphorism that truth often stranger than fiction takes 
new luster the reader accompanies the trio 
oned this remote part Burma. 
from ability create and maintain suspense the 
hings last sentence the book, his power describe 
vages vividly and charmingly the various people Mogok 
with whom comes into contact. Together, however, 


spent they make for absorbing and fascinating narrative 


which will appeal the tastes most readers. 
Leonardtown, Maryland 
Caine, Mark The S-Man. Grammar Success 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 28, 1961. 174p. $3.00. 
The Man really intellectual Baedeker, jam- 
packed primer the Weltanschauung what Profes- 
for sor Northcote Parkinson calls “the god the pres- 
ent age, the phenomenal character who always 
contains method, “‘a new code ethics,” termi- 
nology, “the clue given society given age, 
and dialectic, “it always easier pervert something 
than replace directed toward giving the 
itions potential S-Man the low down how get higher up. 
Other highly illuminating chapters diagnose failure, 
“the failure accepts his present situation. 
lieves roughly, that hard work the only road 
improvement. The Team necessary the S.Man 
inally the deathbed—of another business.” Sex and the 
S-Man, one learns that are concerned with the 
externals sex. these which put the cap suc- 
Which guarantee it. Everything business, 
best business done when business longer 
being done.” And through long litany mor- 
counsels that slash through the ethics busi- 
society like jawful shark’s teeth. 
ubies One the delightful decorations adorning the book 
our hero, the S-Man, brow 
fine with laurel, riding chariot drawn eight 
doubled-over underground men (i.e. men who want 
down, not up; ordinary humans afflicted with the 
F-neurosis, i.e. the compulsion failure. Their appear- 
ance monotone,—they look alike, dress alike, are 
the same size and weight). The composition com- 
plete equerry (clearly another F-neurosis type) rid- 
ing the back the left lead member the Team and 


carrying the S-Man’s banner aloft like centurion’s 
The covering caption reads “L’Equipe c’est 
moi,” the Team!” 

Nor the Grammar Success thing ab- 
For instance, requires the the 
three key concepts: The Inhibition Barrier, the Motiva- 
Ratio and the demands 
among other things, knowledge the Laws Genius 
Kesse Absorption, The Principle Evolutionary Indifference, 
The Reification Women, and the Dynamics Im- 


mobility: Synthetic Kinetics. no! “We have not 


annot 


shown you how find thing. have shown you 
method whereby things are easy find. not 
pretend have made you successful.” other words, 
with the priceless language you have been taught, 
now remains for you, and only you, have the cour- 
age and the intelligence make yourself S-Man, 
this, the Age Success. 


The S-Man spoof and satire. humorous 
satire humorous, and like satire also bitter and sad. 
The chuckles are not sustained and perhaps the 
theory the S-Man slightly over drawn. is, how- 
ever, highly intelligent, keen observation, witty 
approach. should lot fun for readers who 


liked Parkinson’s Law. 
Victor Yanitelli, L.L., Ph.D., 
Fordham University 


Maurier, Daphne 


The Infernal World Branwell Bronté 
Doubleday. Mar. 10, 1961. 336p. $4.50. 


Miss Maurier, writing this biography, expresses 
the hope that her undertaking will “bring some meas- 
ure understanding for figure long maligned, 
She paints picture very confused and frustrated 
young man, Branwell Bronté, man genius and am- 
bition who suffered rebuff after rebuff every one 
his undertakings. was not accepted the Royal 
Academy, his literary efforts were rejected Black- 
woods; fact, was even dismissed from his position 
station master the new Leeds-Manchester rail- 
road. Branwell, devoted the arts, was educated 
his father. However, the world education and art 
received him not. This rejection was continual source 
anguish this ambitious author the Angrian 
romances, this obscure brother sisters whose liter- 
ary success have perpetuated the name Bronté. Miss 
Baurier shares Branwell’s personal life with the 
reader and again brings light the question his con- 
tributions the literary success his sisters. Using 
the earlier secret writings the Bronté’s, the authoress 
delves deeply into the mind this young man, de- 
sirious literary success, trying illuminate for the 
reader his infernal world.” Despite her valiant effort, 
must said, that the reader does not come 
deeper undrstanding Branwell Bronté. However, 
must also said that this biography will specific 
interest those interested the literary phenomena 


the Brontés, 
Robert Lodge, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Plutzik, Hyam Horatio 
Atheneum. Mar. 6,1961. 89p. $4.00. (IIa) 
O’Gorman, Ned Adam Before His Mirror 
Brace World. Mar. 22, 1961. 48p. $3.75. 
a 

Comparisons are odicus and the one about 
make even more so. But the limits book review 
compel that which gives fits the New 
York Times reviewer every time quantities new 
poetry appear. 

comparison these two new books shows that 
Hyam Plutzik accomplished poet; Ned O’Gorman 
still feeling his way. Horatio long narrative poem 
imaginatively telling how Hamlet’s command tell 


his story pain carried out. Profoundly moved 
it, can only describe simply beautiful. divides 
itself into three parts. The first deals with Hamlet’s 
story seen through the eyes one, illiterate, 
obscene ostler; two, the metaphysician Faustus who 
identifies Werden und Sein (to not-to-be) with 
the Blessed Trinity; three, Parisian courtiers and ladies 
who favor Laertes and Horatio over Hamlet; and four, 
Carlus, the present Danish prime minister, neo- 
Polonius, expedient, politic, wise, almost fool. The 
second part, sustained emotional experience, tells 
Hamlet’s legend was handed down shepherds. 
The allegory Ambleth, Fang (Claudius), Gertha 
(Gertrude), Humble (old Hamlet), and Polonio, and 
their metamorphoses into beasts, recaptures the 
meval beauty the tale better than Saxo-Grammaticus 
ever thought possible. The third part consists 
Horatio’s latter day self-recriminations his failure 
see truth triumphant. have room for few lines only: 
assume that strange biographies are written with 
inner force and logic their own making wrong 
right 

The universe lie the crying hounds 

Whose ever increasing roar history. 

the august moment the death man 

(Or sooner great man issue, 

here), new voice bays the pack, 

persist the end time and fame, 

Begetting newer voices till the ear 

God Himself sated, and strikes 

Who, seems, are driven this, 

Said the first moment: “Fiant tenebrae! 

Fiat mendax! Fiat mendacia!” 


The poem invites comparison with The 
MacLeish, and there are imperfections it, 
would say that one the too-prosaic quality (neces- 
sarily?) both dramatic efforts. would also rearrange 
the josition Horatio’s catalogue rulers under 
whom served. seems out place coming the 
climactic end the poem. But when consider 
the overall greatness the performance, these piddling 
differences fade, especially the light our knowing 
that Shakespeare himself was guilty worse. 


Mr. O’Gorman’s talent for seeing the whole world 
metaphor admittedly great. When controlled, 
“The Day the Steuben Glass Building Breaks,” 
when precise, the Sara Teasdale-like 
Silence,” when integrating the whoie, “To the 
Poet Who Concurred Dragons,” the critics “Har- 
ris Tuttle’s” school will applaud. When the poem dis- 
plays object correlating the emotion, “To Brother 
Joseph Mount Savior,” the old Anglican eagle him- 
self will exult. But when, like Miss Dickinson’s poems, 
some are swan dives, others belly-floppers, one suspects 
that the poet ought more careful choosing his 
metaphors: “God the prowler, man the bait, and 
Kevin mixed sardines and berries his plate;” 
beef;” “from the blue parapet falls the 
chrism the sun like hood pitch from mon- 
strance;” the last from epithalamion! much 
reference the sun (it’s almost every poem) leads 
the inference, no, bald statement, that winter 
“The matter intellect arctic.” would suggest 
that Irish O’Gorman not follow Englishmen. Ned, 
stay out that noonday sun! 


John Murray, 


University Scranton 
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Johnson, Gerald cedes 

The Man Who Feels Left that 
Morrow. Feb. 27, 1961. 170p. $4.00. (Ila) when 
And who doesn’t, times, feel left behind this when 
astrophysics, nuclear science and unfathomable (p. 71) 
come tax forms? The man “who feels left 
none other than the average man and this whom 
noted editor Gerald oJhnson addresses series 
eight speculative essays, some which have appeared 
earlier such periodicals The Atlantic Monthly 
and The Saturday Review. 


Mr. Johnson’s reassuring belief that however com- 
plicated life has become the 20th Century, the) 
fundamental problems are those that men have 
faced, and the solutions are found the same author 
judicious blending common sense and ethical hiloso 
ards that mankind has always fallen back upon. Mr. taught 
Johnson asserts, for example, that the perplexed 
need not understand how missile Univer 
What essential that helps elect office men 
who will have the intelligence prevent edu 
catastrophe from occurring. urges the man the 
street not awed the exploration outer space, Classi 
but turn his attention the conquest 
space,” the length and breadth and depth the than 
man personality. These are, course, new 
zation which caught between contempt for the thoroug 
and fear for the future. 
This erudite author, architect with words who His pur 
can state his case wittily and provocatively, educ: 
perhaps over the heads the worry warts school. 

ing placate. The reader had better bring wide tional 
background the easy chair, for the allusions fly 
and fast. There something the pungent prose 
Mencken, whom greatly admires, Mr. Johnson’s atten 
arsenal: “Communism not suitable target for 
fire. lead considered good against witch the way 
who can slain only with silver bullet; volt 
can shot down only with another idea, and 
ideological war the side that runs short ideas suk 
danger losing.” (p. 108). There also some 
tendency inconoclastic overstatement: us- 
magnificent scientific culture Germany results 
producing Nazism; when the overthrow mill 
czardom eventuates communism; and when 
American experiment self-government bears fruit care 
McCarthyism and thought police, (p. 38). 

author better fettle when chides Americans) There 
over losing their sense humor snipes the 
tional reluctance call spade spade dealing senses 
almost anything distasteful. 


The most interesting these essays may well 
Life Die Dixie,” which this native 
takes unblinking look the causes underlying 
South’s racal problems. scores the South slight 
for decades has resorted every subterfuge 
able evade the clear implications the 14th app 
ment. (The North, caustically notes, has been 
posed tolerate this subterfuge for the most 
The South’s greatest fault, continues, has been 
drunkenness with its own beauty, its devotion forn 
romantic delusions such idealists Stephen 
John Pendleton Kennedy and Nelson Pagejown bias 
that the beauty the South compensates for all 
that The beauty there, Mr. Johnson and insp 


Smith, 


Bruce. 
Vincen 


i 


cedes before heaving his large brick. “The misfortune 
that all too many Southerners believe Keats not only 
when says truthfully ‘that all know,’ but also 


when lies adding ‘and all need know’. 
ible (p. 71). 


John Clarke, Ph.D., 
The Scranton Times 
eries 


Smith, Vincent Edward 
The School Examined: Its Aim and Content 
Mar. 11,1961. 300p. $5.75. 


Vincent Smith both philosopher and physical 
scientist. editor The New Scholasticism and 
author number distinguished works, including 
Philosophical Physics and Idea Men Today. has 
taught several leading institutions and now Direc- 
the Philosophy Science Institute St. John’s 
University. 
undersigned has reviewed thirty-six previous books 
education for journals. This the first one that 
teally got him excited. Vincent Smith has produced 
Classic education, the sort penetrating, scholarly, 
thing that does not come along oftener 
medies, back Maritain’s Education the Crossroads find 
its match, and even the latter does not essay 
coverage. With this book, Smith joins the 
purpose was look the theology and philosophy 
education all levels from kindergarten graduate 
deals first with teaching such, then ra- 
wide tional discourse such, then the roles various sub- 
logic, mathematics, natural sciences, social sci- 
metaphysics, and sacred doctrine. 
hnson’s attempting say why Omnibus excellent tele- 
gun- vision program, the reviewer had fall back on, “It’s 
witch the way everything handled.” with the pres- 
volume. Its outstanding merit stems chiefly from 
Smith’s insights. When discusses, say, metaphysics 
subject and its relation the rest the curricu- 
one gets the feeling that only the real genius can 
the give us—a deceptive sense simplicity, feeling that 
sults clear; why didn’t figure out?” (About 
million American men are sure they can sing like 
the Bing Crosby.) Also, the organization the book and 
fruit careful planning that obviously went into con- 
There are few weaknesses that would probably less 
the less towering intellect than Smith’s. One 
with) senses that psychology the subject knows least 
and that, furthermore, not attracted the 
“To it. Indeed, there are even decided hints 


sort prejudice the matter—at least, disin- 
slight the whole problem the learning process, 
apart from any given subject-matter. One 
appreciate his point that the long run, truth 
een what is, the learner’s job conform his 
what is. One feels, however, that Dr. Smith 
been bit blind spot regard the less logical 
formalized twists and turns the learning process. 
these comments simply show the reviewer’s 

all though, this book gold-mine guidance 
inspiration for those who believe that educa- 


tion deep and challenging “subject” any 
earth. Every teacher, counselor, and administrator 


should read it. 
Robert Nordberg, Ed.D., 
Catholic University 


Wolff, Leon Little Brown Brother 
Doubleday. Mar. 383p. $4.95. (Ila) 
This the story what happened the Philippine 
Islands the turn the century when the United 
States chose abandon its traditional policy mind- 
ing its own business and went for territorial expan- 
sion big way. usual, politicians the day 
poured forth hundreds reasons justify this action, 
the most hypocritical all being the claim that 
were duty bound rescue the “natives” and, with the 
grace God, “Christianize” them. Possibly the fact 
that the Filipinos were Catholics for more than 300 
years prevented them the eyes the politicians from 
entering the blessed realm Christianity. 
Slanted here and there against Spain and the Church, 
and containing nothing really new about this period 
Philippine history, the book should still make very 
interesting reading for any American who has ever 
puzzled over the way our war against Spain suddenly 
developed into war against the Philippines. 
Dominating the whole narrative are colorful characters 
both sides: Dewey, Otis, Wheaton, Lawton, Mac- 
Arthur and Funston; Rizal, Aguinaldo, Luna, Bonifacio 
and Mabini. And some passages—Dewey’s conquest 
the Spanish “fleet” Manila Bay, General Luna’s 
murder, and the whole expedition which ended the 
Aguinaldo—come alive with fascinating de- 
tail. 
But, from what know Aguinaldo’s background 
and his collaboration with the Japanese World 
War seems sacrilegious mention him together 
with Rizal and Mabini, even with Bonifacio. Cer- 
tainly not held such reverence the Filipino 
people. And think quite misleading, too, des- 
cribe Mindanao, even Spanish times, Moham- 
medan island where all the males are religious fanatics 
seeking kill white Christians. The Spanish Jesuits 
(who taught Rizal but received mention this 
book) would surely argue this point with Mr. Wolff. 
For the turn the century they were operating 
schools and churches successfully Mindanao that 
the people actually prevented their deportation back 
Spain. fact, personally met some these men 
who were still working that same island the year 
our Lord 1941. 

John McNicholas, S.J., Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Bashkiroff, Zenaide Nights Are Longest There 
Rinehart Winston. Feb. 23, 1961. 280p. $4.95. 
a 
This book that keeps you night—you can’t 
put down. The author explains “My object was 
show with absolute objectivity and truth what the com- 
munist revolution meant and our neighbors.” 
Whether not anyone can absolutely objective 
about that revolution, especially one born into the rul- 
ing class, course open debate. Here the story 


told without any propagandizing embroidery, 
story world overturned, 


Zenaide Bashkiroff, who private life, amazingly, 
Mrs. Seamus Burke, wife Irish statesman, was 
born Tsarist Russia 1910, Her mother, Countess 
Zenaide Soumarokoff-Elston, was related the Roman- 
offs. Her father, Alexis Bashkiroff, was Gentleman 
the Chamber His Imperial Majesty. 


Her earliest memories were Warsaw where her 
father was member the staff the Imperial Forest 
supervisors, and later St. Petersburg, where was ap- 
pointed Gentleman the Chamber. After Russia’s 
entry into the war, was wounded the German 
front and spent the rest World War One prison 
camp. Heralded strikes, food shortages and rumors 
German occupation, the revolution came St. 
Petersburg. Zenaide, her sister Xenia, “Missy” (Mrs. 
O’Neill) who had been their mother’s governess, and 
Anuta, Mme Bashkiroff’s personal maid, were sent 
the country home, Kourbatika, their paternal grand- 
mother, Marie Alexandrovna Bashkiroff, born Princess 
Tchegodayev-Sakonsky. 


Kourbatika was their world for the next five years, and 
Grandmother their Tsarina. Although remote and iso- 
lated, Kourbatika had excellent library, containing 
the best English, French and American authors, 
well Russian. Conversation every evening was 
French. Despite the care and attention lavished for 
generations the nearby village Grandmother’s 
family, the estate soon felt the strength the Red 
hand. Animals, carts, plows, even the outbuildings 
were auctioned the local The indomitable 
Grandmother announced next morning the thor- 
oughly disheartened household that their only salvation 
was form commune, thus being entitled land 
and stock. The household, including Grandmother 
and Missy, both their 70’s, took over the planting, 
cultivating and harvesting. 

Meanwhile, communications with the rest Russia 
and the world were completely cut off. Rumors 
abounded—the emperor killed, executions Petro- 
grad, the Don Cossacks rising against the Bolsheviks. 
was December, 1918, when Col. Bashkiroff returned, 
bringing news the war’s end, the complete over- 
throw the Tsarist reign, and the chaos all over 
Russia. Only Grandmother possessed the spiritual 
armor equal remaining calm the face all this. 
Soldiers were quartered Kourbatika, leaving only 
few rooms for the family. order came command- 
ing their eviction within hours, signed the local 
Soviet. Grandmother walked miles the snow 
get revoked, and succeeded; but the exertion and 
exposure proved too much. She fell sick, recovered 
slowly. She died soon afterward, urging her son 
send Missy and the girls England. She was buried 
her beloved village, her peasants mourning the loss 
the “little mother, who had never sent them away 
empty-handed empty-hearted.” 

few months later, the two girls, their father, Anuta, 
and their father’s common-law wife, Mania, were in- 
stalled the workman’s house the ruined Ostrov- 
sky estate, which had belonged Grandmother’s 
family. (Mme. Bashkiroff had divorced her husband 
during the war). Missy, being British citizen, was 
leave for Moscow and later for England, with 
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hopes sending for the girls. Life was struggle for 
survival—back-breaking labor the fields, scanty 
coarse food, sickness, famine. the year that followed 
Missy’s departure, Zenaide and her father drew closer, 
telling her his experiences, his ideas, his philoso- 


phies. Then came the announcement that she and her 
sister were their maternal grandfather Nice. 
Her happiness leaving this drab world was all but 
destroyed the fact that her father would never leave 


his homeland. The moment parting was poignant 


with the knowledge that they would never meet again. 
fourteen, Zenaide Bashkiroff had experienced great 
wealth, utter poverty, revolution her own way 
life, loss and heartbreak. 


appendix contains excerpts from some her 
father’s letters. (He had promised write once 
month, long lived). The last was written 
July, 1937. Six months later Mania wrote that had 
been gone five months but “We expect your father any 
time now.” 
sent another parcel, but never heard arrived. There 
was complete silence. Since both brothers disappeared the 
same time, they were obviously arrested. never had any 
details.” 
Reading Nights Are Longest. There emotional ex- 
perience; also rewarding from literary point 
view. The dust jacket fittingly compares The 
Diary Anne Frank. Recommended. 
Mary O’C, Moriarty, 
Falls Church, Virginia 


Hulme, Kathryn Annies’ Captain 
Little, Brown. Mar. 20,1961. 330p. $5.00. 

one who managed somehow miss The Nun’s 
Story, the wonderful freshness Miss Hulme’s writ- 
ing ability proved delight. evident throughout 
her new book, which the true-to-life story her 
grandfather, Captain John Cavarly. Primarily, 
the haunting, tender love story the Captain’s mar- 
riage the tiny, lovely Annie Bolles, who became his 


whole world from the first moment saw her. And 


was hers. 

the incredibly young age twenty-seven, John 
Cavarly had become Captain. those demanding 
days the mid-nineteenth century, when the great 
clipper ships were being coaxed around the treacherous 
Horn, New York San Francisco, and further, this 
was tremendous feat. And through the years 
come, proved how well justified was the faith put 
him his superiors. 

Annie, her mother, and her two younger sisters boarded 
the Anglo Saxon July, 1859, bound New York the 
Sandwich Islands. They were going join Mr. Bolles, 
who had prepared new life for them far from 
England’s bitter clime. The Captain, smitten once 
with Annie, (the first woman he’d ever 
courted her during the voyage and married her 
West Coast when they arrived there. Then had 
leave; and the Bolles, with Annie, went join 
Bolles. 
From then on, the story swings from one great 
and one great port, another. Annie saw her 
Captain relatively little, but their days together 


packed with beauty and gaiety and goodness. 
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for She sailed with him once again, this time England, 
the Civil War erupted and ended such trips for 
her. The Confederate raiders began wreak havoc 
With Lincoln’s blockade the South, and the Captain 
Must have been saved Annie’s prayers all through 
those dangerous years. She settled San Francisco; 
Nice. after bit her Captain transferred the Pacific Mail 
sidewheelers, running Panama and the Orient. 
leave For some years they had children, Then, Annie, 
wanted desperately give her Captain son, 
gain. presented him with three daughters row. For, all 
great his absences, they were close-knit, loving family. 
Annie was musician, beautiful seamstress, and, 
above all, gay and lovable woman. She understood 
her husband, deeply loved him, and 
her every whim. She kept complete recording 
his ships and his sailing schedules, and together they 
accumulated all the data relevant his many voyages. 
Annie, with her two girls Lizzie and Julia (Miss 
Hulme’s mother) lived through the horrifying San 
Francisco earthquake 1868, coming through un- 
scathed but shaken. 
any the end the Captain was given long awaited 
command the China line. was sail for the 
ex- Orient the side-wheeler the Great Republic. Annie, 
usual, was familiar with every inch the ship, for 
The her husband shared all his love the sea with her, 
she had eager, bright mind. This was one 
the huge floating palaces being built such grandeur 
for ocean-going luxury. Annie visited her family the 
from time time, and she always considered 
“home.” Next her Captain switched back 
Panama run, for the “resting up” needed from 
the difficult Oriental runs. stayed this course 
four years, until after the birth his first son 
Nun’s 1874. 
The family moved their first owned house Sutter 
ghout after the birth Frank, the second boy. was 
filled with the treasures the Captain bought the 
various ports the world, and the home life there was, 
for the most part, thing beauty and love. the 
poor skipper put too great burden his first son 
sailor, for this can excused, given his 
great love the sea. 
John true, life-long love affairs between two beau- 
characters are not usual. All the more does 
great cherish them. Miss Hulme has re-created, through 
her own special magic, these people whom the reader 
admire and love. wonderful, wonderful 
put Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Jens Kalahari 
and Wang. Mar. 16,1961. 227p. $4.50. 
would difficult for even the most mediocre 
once having visited the Bushmen South 
had author not the most mediocre, and has the im- 


support excellent photographer. Between 
they have produced not the best book the 

but not bad one, either. addition, num- 

ber very interesting geographic phenomena, (can- 

falls, subterranean lakes), are thrown for good 


one felt critical mood, one could emphasize 
statements for Thus, know justifica- 
tion for saying that the Bushmen are “the oldest people 
earth”; for the statement that the elephant the 
largest animal earth, (the whale the largest animal 
that ever lived); dates dotting the history mankind 
are very controversial given; could hardly agree 
that missionaries are useless. 

But the author’s experience life with the Bushmen 
given valid expression. very dramatic point 
the occasion when Bushman, (member one the 
most untechnological groups still alive the world), 
knowing his night sky, points out anomaly the 
author—the author later learns that was the first 
Sputnick. 

not want too jaded professional-anthro- 
pologist about this book. great deal Bushman 
life comes through; but think the balance swerves 
rather toward the side the tourist than toward that 
the professional visitor rewarding and delightful 


people. 
Franklin Ewing, S.J., 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Cowell, Adrian The Heart the Forest 
Knopf. Mar. 20, 1961. 238p. $5.00. (Ila) 

few groups scattered pages save this book from 
being simply another travel book written strictly 
amateur. And, even though general pretty 
good account expeditionary life the very heart 
the Amazon jungle lands, not great book. 


The author has been around, the Far East, Africa 
and South America. seems the sort person 
should like have along expedition. And 
(p. 66) has achieved consciousness the com- 
plexity culture, and (throughout) sense deal- 
ing with people simply and directly, always considering 
them human beings. 

this book are taken into the heart the Xingu 
area central Brazil. liked descriptions the en- 
vironment and its liked the descriptions 
the Villas Boas brothers who are doing their best, 
(and intelligent best), for what seem the 
doomed tribes this area. And liked the sense 
reality that one receives reading the daily 
life the Xingu. 

And the last chapter saves the book, 
concerned. gives long, hard look the influence 
the tropical jungle the cultures and the psycholo- 
gies the human beings who live there. While not 
great book, this worthwhile one, its field. 


Franklin Ewing, S.J. 


Dashwood, Provincial Daughter 
Simon and Schuster. Mar. 23, 1961. 192p. $3.75. 


Provincial Daughter attempt portray post-war 
British housewife, doctor-husband and three small boys, 
with all the family and neighborhood intimacies and 
intricacies small town. Very provincial. There 
nothing wrong with the story. mind in- 
nocuous, frivolous and purely for the “help pass 
the time” crowd. For interest lacks anything like 


that Life With Father: for humor, comes off badly 
compared with something like Please Don’t Eat the 
Daisies. Needless found the book monotonous 
reading. 

Provincial Daughter written Dashwood, 
daughter Delafield author Provincial Lady. 
Deliberately written diary form and just deliber- 
ately printed the style the and little before, 
seemed forced, antiquarian and unnatural. 
What may have been well-received, even interesting 
thirty years ago original, cannot expect the same 
reception warmed-up and served-over today. The great 
mistake the book the imitation, and the imitation 
everywhere. Chronicled are visits friends 
London, and visits from friends from London, cooking 
adventures, aunts and uncles and grandfathers who 
come visits wanted not, new window over the 
sink do-it-yourself project father), hair styling 
friend’s advice, gardening (though one can tell one 
thing from another), writing hoping write for the 
Daily Tabard, shopping, and the myriad other things 
which happen daily every normal family. 


Thei llustrations are black and white line drawings, 
also the manner the early quarter this century, 
dull and colorless the mind well the sight. 
spite there being nothing wrong with this, cannot 
recommend it. Unless one reads only read and 
waste precious time cannot see why anyone would 
finish it. has nothing say which hasn’t been said 
better multiple times before; the style pedestrian, and 
the book moves slowly! With many good books 
bought and read, would unwise spend 
three seventy-five for this one. 

Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 

The College St. Catherine, 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


~ 


Lucas, 

The Greatest Problem and Other Essays 
Macmillan. Feb. 27,1961. 335p. $5.00. (III) 
Mr. Lucas, Fellow King’s College, Cambridge, and 
University Reader English, author approximately 
books, undoubtedly learned, erudite man, heads 
above most readers who would know little his allu- 
sions and quotations. Like most 67-year-old authors 
with push them, has felt the need for another 
book, one potpourri, and here have nine essays 
about ancient topics, contemporary observations, and 
perennial conundrums: Tolstoy, Berlin the Air-Lift 
1948, Translation, Greek Travel, Science and the 
Humanities, Books, Housman, Happiness, and 
The Greatest Problem Today (Overpopulation). 
Whatever Mr. Lucas says written with that illusory 
word called “style,” the man’s mind fitting glove-like 
into the words chooses. One gets the impression 
that wears tie and tails when greets his type- 
writer. His mind crammed with knowledge 
sort that seems unaware stuffy atmosphere. 


what calls the Greatest Problem, Mr. Lucas gives 
figures statistics” too easy) with grace, envi- 
able accomplishment, and opinion with syntactical bal- 
ance. For instance, sums the Catholic position 
about population control saying, with reference 
the rhythm position and oral prevention: “It would 
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remain lawful juggle with the calendar, but unlaw- 


ful, say, swallow pill.” 


field. 


time 


Aside from pills and juggling, Mr. Lucas, whatever his 
opinions are, credit homo sapiens. 


need more University Readers English. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Hardwicke, Cedric and James Brough 


seems the fashion currently for celebrity 


tell his life story professional writer. 


this instance decide whether James Brough 
better writer than Sir Cedric storyteller. The 
result their collaboration makes good reading and 


contains wealth anecdotes and information con- 


cerning the contemporary theater England and 


America. Mr. Brough, former magazine editor 


newspaperman, the author Wynne’s Son. Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke the British actor now celebrating 
his 50th year the theater. 


opinion, the word “irreverent” the subtitle, 
“the irreverent memoirs Sir Cedric Hardwicke,” 
not well chosen. Although may help sell extra 
copies the book sensation-seekers, those who buy 
all volume will sadly disappointed. The memoirs 
contain minute details Sir Cedric’s professional life, 
but very little information personal nature. His 
story told good-humoredly, without any attempt 
glorify himself his profession, and certainly none 
vilify any his acquaintances. Admirers 
Shaw will appreciate the many references made “the 


sage Aylot.” Shaw revealed sensible, kindly 


person, much concerned about the welfare the actor 
for whom wrote The Apple Cart. letter from 
Shaw which provides Sir Cedric with prescription 
prevent laryngitis printed facsimile. Mr. Hard- 
wicke pays tribute Shaw director and describes 
him “the supreme playwright modern times, 
genius the theater every sense.” 


the last chapter, the author uses clever device 


briefly bring his account up-to-date. Sir Cedric 


gradually slipping from the back the elephant 
riding the late Mike Todd’s party Madison Square 


Garden. falls, all the details his 


past are recorded. The incongruity this situation 
less amusing than the opening chapter which des- 
cribes Sir Cedric sits Hollywood with beef- 
liver his nostrils, waiting for dog pretend 
kiss him the nose and ears the cameras grind 
away. 


Thirty questions inserted after the last chapter are 
offered “Handbook for Interviewers.” The section 
seems irrelevant and weakens otherwise 
told tale. have seen Sir Cedric Canon Skeerit, 
Creon, Don Gonzales, and Japanese businessman (in 
“Majority One”) Broadway. The perfection 
each portrayal has achieved high standard for him 
actor. Perhaps asking too much expect 
him achieve comparable perfection the literary 
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field. But off good start. hope that next 
time will tell his story without aid. 


Lenore Philbin, 


Rubin, Louis The Golden Weather 
Atheneum. Mar. 20, 1961. 303p. $4.95. (IIb) 

The Golden Weather first novel Louis Rubin, 
the chairman the English department Hollins Gol- 
lege Virginia and the author several works 


American literature. The novel sets forth “the events 
the fourteenth summer boy’s life Charleston. 
The adventures undertakes with his best friend, his 
first budding love affair, his initial encounters with 
Violence and passion”; the part these 
his dreams and disappointments, comprise the sub- 
stance novel.” Even though Mr. Rubin writes 
good solid brand English and does interestingly, 
yet this novel seems rather short story than long 
one. The characters are sharply enough delineated 
but they hardly intrigue the reader even their more 
ating moments. The novel seems rather thin. And 
unfortunately it’s not book for fourteen-year-olds. 
title, A. Daleiden, O.F.M. 
Gallagher, Sons and the Daughters 
Messmer. Mar. 20, 1961. 348p. $3.95. (IV) 
moirs Displaying the skeletons hidden the village closet 
life, seems have become popular pastime ever since 


Metalious decided shock staid New Eng- 
landers with her Peyton Place exposé. Here, The 
and the Daughters, the setting Texan, but the 
passions are very human. Shady Bend, sometimes 
called city, sometimes town, but more often des- 
village, certainly had its share human 
frailties. Bestiality, satyriasis, nympho- 
mania and even necrophilia addition the more 
common weaknesses fornication and adultery found 
willing practitioners this “ghost town.” Although 
the scenes described not appeal prurient interest, 
es, suggested do. Running away from her sadistic 
husband, Mabel Turner had not intended stop 
Shady Bend, but when she saw the “Help Wanted” 


poster Abel Gordon’s diner, she decided take the 
The Jew was kind her and her daughter Jill. 
return she satisfied all his physical needs. few 
diate later when Abel died, Mabel inherited the diner 


trade with the truckers. She was inured the gossip, 
but Jill resented the social ostracism which they 
were submitted. Either Hoke Fowler, the lawyer, 
Bick Anders, the sheriff, would have liked slip into 
Abel’s nightshirt and bed, but Mabel knowing their 
intentions remained coldly aloof. 


Jill had few friends. Although bright student high 
school she lacked the money college. She 
found pleasure reading books from Miss Stitch’s 
lending library and comfort the words Father 
Ryan, island holiness the sea turpitude. 
him Daisy Pell was the only girl who sought her company 

Jill associated with her more out pity than 
sympathy because Daisy was the one woman whom 
the town had hung the scarlet letter. result 


this she had been reduced work for Gimble, the 
pharmacist and undertaker, and become the unwill- 
ing participator his necrophiliac orgies. time, 
Jill’s developing charms attracted the attention two 
males, Harry Morgan, the son the newspaper editor, 
and Tommy Evans, the local playboy. Jill appreciated 
Harry’s stability, but she was more thrilled the 
status Tommy and the prospect competing with 
Cerise Worth, the town belle, for his favors. The rest 
the book develops the tragic rivalry the sons and 
daughters Shady Bend. 


The author reveals her inexperience developing her 
characters changing their moods too brusquely and 
making them act with blatant inconsistency. Al- 
though she manages hold the interest the reader, 
she occasionally gives the impression working too 
hard it. 


Brother Robert Francoeur, 
Walsh College, 
Canton, Ohio 


Brief Comment 


Sheen, J., with Yousuf Karsh 

and Morton This the Holy Land 
Hawthorn. Mar. 24,1961. 143p. $4.95. 

Bishop Sheen and Photographer Karsh have again col- 
laborated, this time with the assistance descriptive 
illustrated with handsome photographs, with eight pages 
full color, many which the photogenic bishop 
appears “conductor” this “pilgrimage words 
and pictures” through the holy places and the scenes 
the coming, the ministry, and the passion Christ. 
The forward endpapers carry map the old city 
Jerusalem; the back endpapers maps the Holy Land, 
Galilee, and the northern edge Egypt. index 
and brief sketch each the collaborating authors 
and Foreword Bishop Sheen are included. 


Goren, Charles 

Goren’s Hoyle: Encyclopedia Games 
Hawthorn. Mar. 23,1961. 656p. $5.95. 
The Hoyle referred is, course, the famous book, 
started 1742 Edmund Hoyle, which “official 
rules” all card games (and some dice games), 
checker, chess and other such “board games” were set 
forth and referred the final arbiter disputes. 
Mr. Goren adds rules for Mah Jongg, dominoes, word 
games, children’s games; essay the science bet- 
ting; the implements games; and dictionary 
game names and terms. the most recent edition 
the old standby, this good have hand; and many 
will find new forms distraction the multiple 
methods solitaire, for example. 


Train, Arthur Mr. Tutt His Best 
Scribner. Jan. 23,1961. 377p. $4.50. (1) 

Forty years ago, perhaps bit more, the Saturday 
Evening Post began publish Arthur Train’s stories 
about thin, courtly, wily, even-tempered old lawyer 
named Ephraim Tutt who could win battles for justice 
through shrewdness cunning simple understand- 


ing and consummate legal skill. Judge Harold 
Medina, professing long admiration for these stories, 
has selected the best, added introduction and, 
are happy report, Scribner’s has packaged all 
neatly. Mr. Tutt will win new admirers; his cases are 
timeless and ever amusing. just might find himself 


Shepherd, Jean (Editor) 
The America George Ade 
Putnam. Mar. 284p. $4.00. 


George Ade flourished just about the turn the nine- 
teenth into the twentieth century and for some years 
after that turn, well some years before. His Fables 
Slang earned him deserved niche the hall-of- 
fame ranking humorous writers American literary 
history, place alongside Mark Twain, Bill Nye, Wash- 
ington Irving, Ring Lardner, James “Thurber. Miss 
Shepherd has rescued from oblivion his fables, 
together with illustrations from the first editions 
them, short stories and essays. Much this ma- 
terial has been out print. Both Putnam’s and Miss 
Shepherd rate special award for returning Ade us. 
“The Fable the Good Fairy the Eighth Ward and 
The Wife Who Was Responsible for the Jubilee” will 
give you some idea the subject matter; but only 
little some. George Ade’s cynic glance roved over the 
society his time and his dry humor has dealt with 
almost every phase life his times. Recom- 
mended, indeed, this welcome book. 


Perrin, Noel Passport Secretly Green 
St. Martin’s. Mar. 13,1961. $3.50. 


collection cheerful and witty essays various 
aspects life abroad Perrin’s England and the 
United States, found several particularly pointed. 
“The Golden Voice the Lobby” wonders what will 
happen the rivalry between the cantors and the 
rabbis one take face value the advertisements 
hotels trying attract crowds Passover holidays 
with community Seder. American graduate stu- 
dent finds himself embroiled some esoteric British 
customs; discovers the ninth bridesmaid, the one 
who listened. These and others, including pigeon- 
kicking club Columbia University and adventure 
Union Square when was mistaken for clergy- 
man delighted and may equally delight you. 

Low, David The Fearful Fifties 
Simon and Schuster. Mar. 20,1961. 191p. $3.95. 
Famed cartoonist David Low looks back over the decade 
just past and recounts his memories its follies and 
fearsomeness, illustrating terse and vivid text with 
generous selection the cartoons created during that 
period. Perceptive and pointed, makes good addi- 
tion contemporary comment and would be, one be- 
lieves, appreciated gift item. 

Chafetz, Henry Play the Devil 
Potter. Mar. 30,1961. 475p. $7.50. 
“Americans lose between twenty and thirty billion dol- 
lars year bets, lotteries, and games 
Neither moral pressure nor legislation has ever damped 
the American passion for gambling.” With this start, 


Aprit 
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mance 

Mr. Chafetz off and running ambitious course, 


following the history gambling the United 
from the aboriginal Indians right the 
casinos Las Vegas today. fascinating the “all 
chock full anecdotes, all which point actually. 
Most the time, most gamblers lose their shirts; Athos 
capricious; and you can’t beat the house. That 


gambling usually accompanied whiskey and Book 
wenching also clear, but not unduly detailed. 

tein, 

Pocket Print and Reprint 

General Fiction: 
John most recent novel, Ourselves Know 
reprinted intact Bantam, (S2213, $0.75; cf. 


437, vol. 19) Pierre Boule also the 
Bantam reprint, (F2193, $0.50; IIb, cf. 333, vol. The last 


The Day Fire, novelized life the poet 

baud, James Ullman, ($2192, $0.75; cf. 

240, vol. 18) Samuel Shellabarger’s historical 
whic ‘ 


the 18th century England, Lord Vanity, (H2225, 
$0.60; cf. 137, vol. 13) The Mating Call 
the paperback title Fred Bosworth’s novel A22 
published “The Strange One,” (Pocketbook 6060, 
$0.35; cf. 350, vol. 19) Justine Lawrence 
Durrell the first order the “Alexandria Quar 
tet,” (Pocketbook GC-63, $0.50; IIb, cf. 173, vol. 17) 
The Bottletop Affair Gordon Cotler (Dell 
$0.35; IIb, cf. 147, vol. 19) The Best American 
Short Stories, edited Martha Foley and David Bur 
nett, (Ballantine $473, $0.75; cf. 292, vol. 20) 
Thirteen Great Stories, edited Daniel 
contains representative tales James Joyce, 
Scott Fitzgerald, Isaak Babel, James Agee, Saul Mystery 
among others, (Dell LC165, 0.50; 
Stories, Henry James edited Morton $0.35; 
Zabel, who supplies introduction the tures 
from huge number written the prolific Mr. detective 
(Bantam SC84, $0.75; IIa) Tide, 


noteworthy number reprints classic (D405, 
marks this month: Jane Austen’s Sense and 
from Washington Square Press, (W-151, $0.45; the 
while her ever-popular Pride and Prejudice 
added the Dutton “Everyman” paperbacks, Mary 
1.35; I), the difference price being accounted for Window 
the far higher quality the paper and printing the $0.35; 
Dutton series .Dell adds Joseph Conrad’s 
novel revolution and silver mining Can 
South American republic; Nostromo our 
reprints the complete Constance Garnett translation Mystery 
Fyodor Dostoevsky’s The Possessed, (LY105, 
IIb); the final chapter, often known 
long novel, The Financier, first the trilogy which for 
cludes also The Titan and The Genius, has orig 
ground the post-civil war era Philadelphia 
Chicago, (LY106, $0.95; IIb) Silas Marner 
George Eliot also the Laurel Library Ber 
South Seas, Typee, added the Bantam we: 
which should note are more than cut above seem: 
paperbacks the “popular price” field quality West Ind 
clarity type and paper, (FC96, $0.50; IIb) 
Three Musketeers, perennially popular swashbuckling 


trash, 


1961 


romance Alexandre Dumas suffers from being in- 
cluded the omnibus restriction made the Index 
Forbidden Books for Catholic readers, although some 
moralists would exempt this and one another from 
the “all novels of” restriction, (WSP 1004, $0.90; 
actually, except for some strange antics the part 
Athos, the novel harmless enough. 


Book Nonsense, edited Ernest Rhys, includes 
songs, tales, poems, and other rhymes Edward Lear, 
Lewis Carroll, Planche and others, (Everyman 
1806, $1.25; Mary Shelley’s horror tale Franken- 
stein, available also, (1616, $1.05; IIa), the Every- 
man series Balzac’s novel satirizing the 
materialistic society Paris mixture fantasy, 
Wild Ass’s Skin, (1026, $1.05; III) and the 
collection the first novella from Giovanni Boc- 
The Decameron, (1845, $1.35; III), complete 
the latest additions the Dutton Everyman series. 
The last two are listed among the Index Forbidden 
Books, Catholic readers are warned. 


Cry for Happy, George Campbell’s tale Japan, 


which has been made into movie currently close 


and out love and handling with aplomb 
except romance, (Dell B-177, $0.35; 
Love Life Margaret Manners, (B183, $0.35; 
sounds like soap opera until suddenly you realize 


Mystery and Suspense: 


Charles Williams’ The Sailcloth Shroud, (Dell 410, 


$0.35; cf. 360, vol. 19) Add more adven- 
Hercule Poirot, the brainy little fat French 
invented Agatha Christie, viz., There 
Tide, (Dell 403, $0.35; Mesopotamia, 
(D405, $0.35; and Thirteen Dinner, (D404, 
$0.35; I); all which have been previously published 
the Dell paperbacks, and have suspicion are 
but Miss Christie’s stories are 
Roberts Rinehart’s lesser known tale, The 
Window the White Cat merits investigation, (D411, 
$0.35; .Erle Stanley Gardner, under his pseu- 
donym Fair represented two reprints, 
You Can Die Laughing, (Pocketbook 6062, $0.35; IIb 
and 80, vol. 17) and Gold Comes Bricks, 
(D406, $0.35; IIb) Brett Halliday has padded out 
magazine tale Murder Takes Holiday, 
the indestructibly tough Mike Shayne, (D379, 


Due Die, with another fast thinking private 
for whom the dames bawl, (B174, $0.35; IIb). 
originals, (not reprints) include Calibre .50, 
Sheckley, first promised series interna- 
crime stories, (Bantam A2216, $0.35; ... 
Bentley’s Calypso Caper, (B182, $0.36; IIb) 
Robert Dietrich, goes heavily for torrid intrigue and 
weather .The Grey Affair Jack Weeks 
seems suggested the famous Oakes case the 
West Indies, (F135, $0.50; IIb) The Lady 
Anthony Rome which another those 


give-and-take-it private eyes stalks supposedly re- 
formed (Pocketbook 6059, $0.35; 


Westerns: 
Wayne Overholser’s Hearn’s Valley, (D400, $0.35; 
railroads and Indians, (Ballantine, 464K, $0.35; 
Bitter Valley Richard Ferber, wagon-train ma- 
terial, (Dell B176, $0.35; Reckoning Rainbow 
Norman Fox, ranch-war tale, (D-409, $0.35; 
Frank O’Rourke’s The Great Bank Robbery, 
Shelley sets miners against farmers, (Ballantine, 455K, 
are titled Mountain Medicine, but were published 
hard-cover “The Big and Other Stories,” 
(Pocketbook C-416, $0.35; I). 


Drama: 

Three Dramas American Realism, the new 
ANTA series “distinguished plays,” are edited 
Joseph Mersand and include Sherwood’s 
Delight,” Rice’s “Street Scene,” and Saroyan’s “The 
Time Your Life,” (WSP 652, $0.60; Three 
Dramas-of American Individualism, also edited 
Mersand, contains Odets’ “Golden Boy,” Maxwell An- 
derson’s “High Tor,” and Emmet Lavery’s “The Mag- 
nificent Yankee,” (WSP653, $0.60; Dell adds 
its Laurel Shakespeare editions Richard II, with 
and The Tempest, with commentary Jean Rosenthal, 
(LB149, $0.35; Three Plays Henrik Ibsen in- 
clude Doll’s House,” “The Wild Duck,” and “The 
Lady from the Sea,” Dutton Everyman series, (1494, 
$1.25; There are only two plays, “The Im- 
portance Being Earnest” and “Lady Windermere’s 
Fan” Plays, Prose Writings and Poems Oscar 
Wilde, the Everyman series, (1858, $1.65; $1.65; IIa); 
the prose includes “The Critic Artist,” “Picture 
Dorian Gray,” “The Soul Man under Socialism” and 
the “Letter Robert Ross”; while the poetry repre- 
sented only the “Ballad Reading Hesketh 
Pearson supplies introduction. 

General Non-Fiction: 

Mary Lincoln, “biography marriage” Ruth 
Randall, (Dell X3, $0.75; IIa, cf. 251, vol. 
The Story Life Helen Keller, (Dell F111, 
$0.50; Japanese Destroyer Captain, which re- 
counts the great naval battles the Pacific from Pearl 
Harbor Okinawa, the work Tameichi Hara, 
Fred Saito and Roger Pineau, (Ballantine $0.75; 
Quentin Reynolds tells the story the pursuit 
and capture Adolf Eichmann Minister Death, 
with the assistance Ephraim Katz and Zwy Aldouby, 
(Dell F152, $0.50; Whereon Stand John 
Brunini, (Dell F123, $0.50; cf. 133, vol. 
Mr. Jones, Meet the Master collection the ser- 
mons and prayers Peter Marshall, edited Cath- 
erine Marshall, (F127, $0.50; IIa) How Made 
$2,000,000 the Stock Market dancer Nicolas Dar- 
vas, (F154, $0.50; not for the impressionable 
and unwary who might led risk and lose their 
shirts Thunderbirds! Martin Caidin illustrated 
with line drawings and pages photographs the 
swift-flying attack planes, (F137, $0.50; I). 

Two Myra Waldo’s Travel Guides Europe are 
added the Bantam Reference Library, The Mediter- 
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ranean and Northern Europe, covers Italy, Greece, 
Yugoslavia, Spain, Portugal, Russia, Finland, Sweden 
and Norway, (SR4, $0.75; British Isles and West- 
ern Europe covers England, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, 
France, Belgium, Denmark, Switzerland and Austria 
and Germany. identical pages introduction 
travel hints,—transportation, customs, clothing, tim- 
ing, and use automobiles, prefaces each volume 
The tenth edition the Fannie Farmer Cookbook, 
revised Wilma Lord Perkins, (Bantam NR2, $0.95 
The 1961 Major League Baseball 
edited Don Schiffer, handy for reference, (Pocket- 
book GC-102, $0.50; Street Walker anony- 
mous author purports the true story British 
prostitute, (Dell F126, $0.50; IIb) Sex and the 
Love-Life William Fielding should restricted 
well-balanced adults, although quite sane and un- 
sensational treatment its subject, (Pocketbook 
M5032, $0.50; III). 


Higher-priced Paperbacks: 

Twenty-five years after its first publication, Margaret 
Mitchell’s immensely popular Civil War novel, Gone 
With the Wind, makes its appearance Macmillan 
paperback, (MO 41, $2.85; IIb). 4th printing 
the Pocketbook paperback edition which first appeared 
1954 coincides with this M9501, $0.95; IIb) 
George Orwell’s works have been excerpted and gath- 
ered into The Orwell Reader, (Harvest Book 42, $2.25; 
IIb). Richard Rovere his introduction points out 
this collection represents good cross-section Or- 
well’s writing—fiction, reporting James Bos- 
well’s Life Johnson issued two volume paper- 
back edition Dutton’s Everyman paperback series, 
(1001 1002, each $2.25; The Grove Press 
has issued the Evergreen series Andre Hodeir’s Since 
Debussy, translated from the French Noel Burch, 
(E-260, $2.95; which the French critic evaluates 
modern music and musicians manner certain 
stir controversy. Rejecting Stravinsky, Schoenberg, Berg, 
Webern, Bartok, Messiaen, Boulez not measuring up, 
Hodier singles out relatively little known and not 
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significantly productive young French composer, Jean 


Barraque possible equal Beethoven. 


Radio Astronomy Graham Smith, (Pelican A479, 
$1.65; clearly written and well illustrated and 
should prove valuable science students, particularly 
those electronic studies Congo Disaster Colin 
Legum clear, informative study written the past 
Fall journalist who has long 


plain many the events taking place there Hoel- 
derlin the title given this collection the poetry 


the German poet the late 18th century, Johann 


Hoelderlin. Michael Hamburger edits this edition 


which the German text printed the page with 
prose English translation the bottom each page, 
Soule’s Dictionary English 


(D54, $1.25; 
Synonyms, edited Sheffield, brings another 
valuable reference work within the reach every stu- 
dent, (Bantam $0.95; I). 


Advance Rating 


(Complete reviews will appear the next issue) 
Bosworth, The Crows Edwina Hill (IIb) 
Clausen, Connie 


Love You Honey, But the Season’s Over 


Closs, Hannah Deep Are the Valleys (IIb) 
Cohen, Morton 


Rider Haggard (1) 
Duberman, Martin 


Charles Francis Adams, 1807-1886 
Gardiner Getlein Movies, Morals and Art (1) 
Gascar, Pierre The Coral Barrier (IIa) 
Lait, Robert Honey for Tomorrow (IIb) 
Olson, Sigurd The Lonely Land 
Schurz, Carl Autobiography (I) 
Strausz-Hupe, Kintner Possony 
Forward Strategy for America (Ila) 
The Russians 
Winn, Josephine Each Day’s Proud Battle 
Walker-Malcoskey, Edna 


The Virgin and the Priestess (1) 


Strogoff, Stephan 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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